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AFFILIATES
BAYSHORE IRIS SOCIETY - CHRISTINE EARECKSON
3753 Rumsey Dr, Treppe, MD 21673, (410-476-3971 )
CENTRAL VIRGINIA IRIS SOCIETY - KATHY HUNEYCUTT,
5981 Pine Slash Rd., Mechanicsville, VA 23116 (804) 789-1812
CHARLOTTE IRIS SOCIETY - CARRIE WINTER, 5801 Masters
Court, Charlotte NC 28226, (704) 542-3812
EASTERN NORTH CAROLINA IRIS SOCIETY - DIANA DUDLEY,
3102 Hester Rd. Creedmoor, NC 27522 (919) 528-3591
▲William Wallace Denslow's
rendition of the poem, 1901
Other Renditions of this Favored Poem:
The most common modern version is:
Mary, Mary, quite contrary,
How does your garden grow?
With silver bells, and cockle shells,
And pretty maids all in a row.[1]
The oldest known version was first published in Tommy Thumb's Pretty Song
Book (1744) with the following lyrics:
Mistress Mary, Quite contrary,
How does your garden grow?
With Silver Bells, And Cockle Shells,
And so my garden grows.[1]

EASTERN SHORE IRIS SOCIETY - DEBBIE CAMPBELL ,
809 Camden Ave. Salisbury, MD 21801-6301
FRANCIS SCOTT KEY IRIS SOCIETY - JOAN MILLER,
P.O. Box 73, Maryland Line, MD 21105, (410) 357-8244
FREDERICKSBURG AREA IRIS SOCIETY - LOIS ROSE, PO Box 30,
Partlow, VA 22534-0030, (540) 582-5799
SHENANDOAH & POTOMAC IRIS SOCIETY - GINNY SPOON
1225 Reynolds Road, Cross Junction, VA 22625 (540) 888-4447

Several printed versions of the 18th century have the lyrics:
Mistress Mary, Quite contrary,
How does your garden grow?
With Silver Bells, And Cockle Shells,
Sing cuckolds all in a row.[1]

NEWSCAST is the publication of Region 4, AIS
Region 4 is comprised of the States of Maryland, North Carolina, Virginia, West Virginia, and the District of Columbia.
NEWSCAST is published 2 times a year.
NEWSCAST is free to AIS members in Region 4. Subscription rate for those not in Region 4 is $5.00 per year. Checks made to Region 4, American
Iris Society should be sent to the Region 4 Treasurer.
Permission is granted to reprint any material appearing in NEWSCAST provided that proper credit is given.
DEADLINES for receipt of NEWSCAST materials by the Editor are:
March Issue—31 JANUARY : August Issue—30 JUNE :
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Notes From The Region 4 Vice President
Hello Region 4 Iris Lovers.
For many of us, not only in the Region 4 area, but also across the United States, this has
been a very (in many cases a very very), wet summer with record amount of rain and
flooding, only to be challenged by the collection of forest fires to our extreme west.
Here in North Stafford, VA I have a large flower pot that I have been using as a rain
gauge I have dumped it twice within the past few weeks with 8 inches or better of rain
water in it and have dumped smaller amounts also. With all that rain my iris seem to be
faring pretty well. No, the weeds on the other hand are in joyous melody, and staying way out ahead of me in
my weeding efforts.
I would like to remind all Region 4 members, AIS members to vote the TB Symposium Ballot and send it to
me by 1 September. The deadline is coming up fast.
In my last, which was my first as RVP, “Notes From The Region 4 Vice President” I listed some goals, the
first being having fun. I ventured off to New Orleans for the AIS National Convention. My primary objective
was to meet the National level folks that I deal with from both my RVP position and being the Membership
Chair for FAIS. I achieved my objective and then some. I attended both sessions of the AIS Board Meeting,
sat in on the various program presentations, attended the Welcome Dinner, and met many Iris folks at all levels, to include just plain Iris Lovers. I also got to chat with Hybridizer Joe Musacchia, who is the hybridizer
for the Louisiana Iris “Iko Iko”, http://www.louisianairisgardens.com/product_p/356.htm, that I had ordered.
The icing on the cake was securing Bonnie Nichols for the guest speaker at the upcoming Spring 2019 Region
4 Meeting. I had a great time!
Following the fun theme, I have to say that the Spring Meeting sponsored by the Francis Scott Key Iris Society
(FSK) Celebrating the 25th Anniversary of Siberian/Species Conventions was a grand time. It was well attended and was very well hosted by FSK, and supported by The Society for Siberian Irises, and The Species
Iris Group of North America. On Friday we toured two gardens the first being the Warner Garden. Wow,
what a collection of Iris. This was my first personal visit to the Warner Garden, I have seen pictures, and a
picture may be worth a thousand words but there is a Wow factor visiting it in person that makes it an awesome experience. We enjoyed a tasty lunch and judges’ training while there. Then we travelled to the Summers Garden, and there was no shortage of visual wonderment there. It was a collection of everything and the
Peonies were in spectacular bloom. We had a great dinner at the Friendly Farms and Friday evening we enjoyed both Siberian and Species programs. Unfortunately, I could not stay for Saturday’s events but have had
very positive feedback and have been told that Dean Richards, our Assistant RVP did a fine job in standing in
for me. Thank you, Dean, and thanks to all who worked to provide a great Spring Meeting.
A closing reminder to please vote your AIS Symposium Ballots.
See everyone at the Fall Meeting.
Doug
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An Iris Blessing
May your blooms be floriferous
and in good form,
Distinctive, with good substance, flare, and airborne,
With standards and falls that
endure, never torn.
May you display many buds
and blooms sublime,
In graceful proportion on
strong stalks each day,
Gently floating above the fans
and the fray.
May you too reach toward the
moon and stars,
Bloom after bloom, many seasons in the sun,
Enjoying your life, health, and
each loved one,
Until your 'living days are artfully done.
By Georgia Gudykunst

'Richard's Joyous Love'
2009, Steele

From The Editor
GOOD MORNING
REGION 4!

will attempt to get the answers
from the experts.

I want to thank all of you who
contributed articles from the
Regional gardens.

If you have suggestions for the
Newscast inclusions please let
me know.

Yes, this is your tireless editor
writing for your entertainment.
That means it’s begging time
again.

I will try to include National
information in the Newscast.
As of August 31, 2018 the
Dwarf Iris Society will disband and become part of the
Median Iris Society.

How would you like to know
when SPIS or FSK or ENCIS
are having their rhizome sales?
Wouldn’t you like to know
when you can show that SDB
that bloomed early and your
show is not for a month? I
know all of you would like to
know if an affiliate is having a
special speaker that you would
like to hear. Don’t you all want
to know when Tony Avent is
having an open house at Plant
Delights?

From Our Iris Resources
Chair:

Free AIS Presentations for
Members! As of April, all AIS
Powerpoint Presentations are
available free to members. These are the presentations that were previously
available in digital format. Note that they are no
longer available on CD. Simply send your requests to imagI want to know all this infores@irises.org. Again you or
mation. If you want this infor- your affiliate must be a memmation tell your officers to send ber of AIS. Click the link beme the information as soon af- low to see the electronic
ter January 1 as possible and
presentations which are availawe can add it to the Newscast ble to you. All are free now
in the Affiliate sections.
and will be sent to you by email; use the link, and the
Questions wanted. Are there
sheet has NOT been updated.
burning questions you want answers to as you watch that new http://www.irises.org/pdf/
Bulletin-CD-OrderForm-10-02purchase wilt into a smelly
blob? How about that problem 2016.pdf
with nut sedge or the wiregrass
that’s impossible to KILL.
Send us your questions and we

American Iris Society Region 4—The Newscast
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Region 4 Awards
The Following are the awards voted on during the 2018 Spring Regional and The Siberian/
Species Convention of 2018

Nearpass Award
Winner - ‘Angel of the Pond’ - Anita Moran
1st runner up - ‘Sari’s Dance’ Ginny Spoon

Alice Bouldin Award
Winner - 20150-26-2B - Mike Lockatell
1st Runner up - ‘Dragon Veins’ – Anita Moran

B.Y. Morrison Award (Introduced Variety by any out of region hybridizer)
Winner - ‘Swans in Flight’ – Bob Hollingworth

American Iris Society Region 4—The Newscast
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Siberian-Species Awards
Best Siberian Iris
Winner - ‘Purring Tiger’ – Schaffer/Sacks
1st runner-up - ‘Jaunty Jewel’ – Calvin Helsley
2nd runner –’up Tie with ‘Fiddles on Fire’ – Schaffer/Sacks and ‘Encore Performance’ Bob
Hollingworth

Best Species Iris
Winner - ‘Happy Traveler’– Schaffer/Sacks
1st runner-up - ‘All Stripes’ – Schaffer/Sacks
2nd runner-up - ‘Angel of the Pond’ - Anita Moran

Best Seedling
Winner - 12S1A15 Bob Hollingworth
1st runner-up - tie Y-2 Jill Copeland and 20150-26-2B Mike Lockatell
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15 Favorite Irises Blooming and Growing in Guest
‘PURRING TIGER’ 23

‘Fiddles on Fire’ 20

‘Happy Traveler’ 14

‘Jaunty Jewel’ 13

‘All Stripes’ 11

‘Solar Energy’ 11

‘Art in Bloom’ 9

‘Reeda Jo’ 9

‘Angel of the Pond’ 8

‘Dear Currier’ 8

‘Encore Performance’ 8

How Audacious 7,

Simply Brilliant 7,

Swans in Flight 7,

Paprikash 6

American Iris Society Region 4—The Newscast
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The Allen Summers’ Garden
By Colin Campbell
Stepping off the school bus at the Summers garden, the
first thing that caught my eye was the long row of peonies bordering the driveway. Single and double flowers,
blooming in pink, white, and magenta, they stretched on
and on. It was impressive seeing so many planted together in the same border. As I explored further, I
walked by many island-shaped beds filled with irises,
roses, peonies, and other perennials.

For many years Alan Summers ran Carroll Gardens, a
well-known mail order nursery, through which he introduced over twenty new varieties of perennials and preserved varieties that
had nearly been
lost from American
gardens. He carefully tests the
plants he grows,
Coming to the guest irises in the backyard, I found severlooking for durable,
al varieties that grabbed my attention.
easy-to-grow culti‘Zablesk’ (Zdenek
vars that perform
Seidl R. 2015), one
exceptionally well.
of my favorites
For almost thirty
from the convenyears he has hosted
tion, was only
a gardening radio
blooming in this
show, answering
garden. A vigorquestions and sharous grower,
ing valuable garden
‘Zablesk’ had clean,
advice with the
striking violet flow- public.
ers with lighter
standards and blue
Mr. Summers was a gracious and welcoming host. I
Zablesk’ (Zdenek Seidl R. 2015)
veins in the center enjoyed listening to him tell me how his garden layout
of the falls. Another tall, elegant Siberian was Bob Hol- has developed over the years. When he feels the urge to
lingworth’s seedling 12S1A15 plant, he digs up a patch of lawn and squeezes in anothwith its huge sky-blue flower flowerbed. When we love plants, we can always find
ers. In contrast, ‘Fiddles on
a space where we can grow some more.
Fire’ (Schafer/Sacks 2017)
formed a cheery clump with
its vibrant raspberry-red flowers carried on shorter stalks.
Bright yellow signals made it
Hollingworth’s seedling 12S1A15 glow in the garden. What a
clever name for this iris!
I am always drawn to garden
art when exploring a garden.
It adds a touch of whimsy
and personality to the space.
The Summers garden contained a good sprinkling of
garden art, especially in the
‘Fiddles on Fire’ (Schafer/Sacks shaded areas. My favorite
piece was on the side of the
gazebo, where a sculpted white cat climbed the railing
in pursuit of an imaginary chase.

American Iris Society Region 4—The Newscast
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APPLE DUMPLINGS
From Sylvia Deck

SYRUP INGREDIENTS: (DOUBLE
THESE)
1 ½ C. SUGAR
1 ½ C. WATER
¼ TSP. GROUND CINNAMON
¼ TSP. GROUND NUTMEG
DUMPLING INGREDIENTS:
3 TBSP. BUTTER

sugar, cinnamon and nutmeg. Dot with
butter. Moisten edges of pastry. Bring
corners to center and pinch edges together.
Place 1” apart in ungreased 11 x 7 x 1
½” baking pan. Add apple slices before
pouring syrup in between and over the
dumplings. Bake at 375’ for 35 minutes
or till apples are tender. Serve warm
with cream. Serves 6.

2 TSP. BAKING POWDER

* My mom likes to use ½ apple sliced
thin in each square and not use 1 chunk
of apple.

1 TSP. SALT

I hope you enjoy them.

2 C. SIFTED ALL-PURPOSE FLOUR

2/3 C. SHORTENING
½ C. MILK
6 MEDIUM WHOLE APPLES, PARED,
CORED *
DIRECTIONS:
For the syrup: mix the first 4 ingredients
(making sure to double the quantity);
bring to boiling. Remove from heat and
add butter.
Sift dry ingredients together; cut in
shortening until mixture resembles
coarse crumbs. Add milk all at once; stir
just until flour is moistened. On lightly
floured surface, roll dough to 18” x 12”
rectangle. Cut into (6) six-inch squares.
Place apple (*apple slices) on each
square. Sprinkle apples generously with

Iris koreana
Tiny Iris with flowers the size of a
quarter to halfdollar
Hardiness: At least
Zone 6, probably
even Zone 5 or 4.
Native Range: Korea
Description: Grows to 8" tall. Standards are yellow. Falls are yellow with a frilly ridge on the
hafts.
Available from a few select specialty nurseries.
Also frequently available via the SIGNA seed exchange

American Iris Society Region 4—The Newscast
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The Miller Garden
By Donald Rude
A visit to the garden of Joan and Bob Miller is always
a great pleasure. It was all the more so this year, for
after touring gardens where temperatures were in the
high 80s on Saturday, it seemed that we were coming
into an oasis when we stepped off our bus Saturday
afternoon. The garden is very special, begun 50 years
ago. It features raised beds in terraces over the hillside
where the Millers grow a wide array of flowers including 300 irises and many daylilies.

an unusual garden path that looked like a black mosaic art piece. Many did not find the hidden path to the
special shade garden that included many rhododendrons, azaleas, and a wonderful small pond. Hostas
abounded in every nook and cranny they could grow.
AND THEN there were the bearded iris beds!

‘Hail To The Chief’
(Hollingworth 2012)
We saw the blooms on guest plants among the 89 vis- ►

itors set out in a special bed by the Millers. I admired
“Grace and Glory” (a Helsley seedling), a light violet
flower with red violet veining. There was also the
Siberians ‘Art In Bloom’ (Schafer/Sacks 2016) and

◄ Moran’s seedling
11AOPo04

Miller’s Garden

‘Hail To The Chief’ (Hollingworth 2012) which put
on quite a show. I also found Anita Moran’s seedling
11AOPo04 a particularly attractive flower: I hope it
goes to market.
There were other attractions and some surprises. The
peonies were glorious and so too was a beautiful violet
clematis at the end of one flower bed. There was also

◄‘Art In Bloom’
(Schafer/Sacks
2016)
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Ladew Topiary Gardens
By Anita Moran
◄ Naturalized Siberian Iris in Ladew
Pastures

Nestled in the rolling hills of northern Baltimore County,
among the trails and jumps for the horse and hounds enthusiast is Ladew . The garden’s mission is “to maintain
and promote the Gardens, House and facilities in keeping
with the creative spirit of Harvey S. Ladew for the public
benefit and for educational, scientific and cultural pursuits.” Both house and gardens are listed on the National
Register of Historic Places. With all that said, Ladew
Gardens is a place to relax and observe in one of the
many garden sections found throughout the property.

◄ Ladew Ponds

Our guide, Sarah Oktavec, the daughter of FSK Iris Society’s member David Oktavec, gave us a wonderful walking tour through many of the gardens at Ladew. Before
the tour even began, irises came into view as Siberians
(go figure) were naturalized in a deep field of grasses
which surrounded various works of art. The oval pool in
the center of this 2 acre bowl-shaped lawn was originally
Mr. Ladew’s swimming pool with multiple topiary hallways and paths of yew, including a special entrance into
the Iris Garden.

Ladew Iris Garden

As you stood on the top of a double stairway that descended into the iris garden, you looked out on a mixed
planting with a central stream, a perfect habitat for both
bearded and beardless. With the water, of course there
was Iris pseudocorus and Iris versicolor, but also bearded
including an extensive clump of ‘Pacific Fire’ (2007,
Johnson) and 'Madam President' (1998, Thurman).
There were other varieties from Siberians to tall bearded
but most, although lovely, were not marked as to the variety including a bold orange tall bearded.
Sarah also gave us a tour of the White garden with more
than 35 different types of plants carrying out the theme
in white blooms; the Garden of Eden where Adam is hiding his own gatherings. There was the Yellow Garden,
Pink Garden and Rose Garden (one of Mr. Ladew’s favorite flowers). After an exhausting trip in the heat we
were excited to reach the gift shop and its air conditioned
wonder. Many bought items just for a reason to stay in
the cool air.

As I exited the gardens one last iris was blooming in a
very large clump. ‘Indian Chief’ (1929, Ayres) put on
a spectacular show for the visitors.

Other Ladew Garden Areas

American Iris Society Region 4—The Newscast
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Affiliate Reports
Central Virginia Iris Society
An affiliate of the American Iris Society

Since our report at the 2017 Fall Meeting in Raleigh, we
held a well-attended Harvest Dinner and awards
ceremony
to finish off the 2017 season. New officers
The present membership of CVIS is 44 and 14 are also
were
elected
at the meeting. Subsequently, due
members of the American Iris Society. Our Spring
to
personal
and
work conflicts, the newly elected Vice
show was again successful and we had about 80 stems
President
and
Secretary
had to resign, so
shown, most of them were Tall Bearded Iris. The
elections
to
fill
those
positions
were held in March. The
show was held at Strange's Garden Center in Richnew
FAIS
officers
for
the
2018-2019
term are:
mond and was well attended by the public.

Our annual rhizome sale was at the usual place, Lewis
Ginter Botanical Garden and it provided us money for
our treasury. This year the sale was not as large as in
the past years, fewer people attended the sale. The sale
was held in September.
The annual picnic was held in early October on the
campus of J . Sergeant Reynolds College in Goochland. This has become our favorite spot for the picnic,
beautiful scenery and a chance to see fall reblooming
iris. This year there were many in bloom.
Recently, we have added new members. Now our goal
will be to get them to attend meetings and become active members. Also we will hold a fall iris show for
reblooming Iris. We were pleasantly surprised to have
such a nice show, there were 40 some bloom stems
and 10 people exhibited. It was a success. Again this
show was held at Strange's Garden.
Our Harvest Dinners is planned for November. This is
popular with our club and is always well attended. We
are looking forward to this year.
Kathy Huneycutt
President 2018

President: Lois Rose
Vice President: Barbara Backus
Secretary: Beth Orndorff
Treasurer: Abby Glasgow
We started the new year on a very sad note with the
passing of Jack Loving in March. Next to me, Jack
and Rosalie were the longest-time members of FAIS.
Their support of FAIS activities, their lovely garden,
and their warm and steadfast friendship will be sorely
missed.
In early March, six FAIS members participated in a trip
to the Philadelphia Flower Show partially
subsidized by FAIS. Our first program meeting in
March was a slide show report of that trip by Doug
Chyz and Lois Rose. In April we used the AIS CD
presentation "Stalking for Best of Show" to help
potential exhibitors plan for our May show.
Our annual flower show on Saturday, May 12 was a
success, as was our annual Open Garden Day the
following day, Sunday, May 13th. This year eight members opened their gardens to the general public,
including Loving's Edgehill Garden, which their daughter, Sonia Kuppert, opened for one last time. The feature article in the House and Home section of the Free
Lance Star (the local newspaper), continues to be the
best publicity we could receive for these activities.
We have a full schedule of activities planned for the rest
of the year. Our calendar of activities is
published at our page on the Region 4 website. We are
also busy at work planning for the Region 4 2019
Spring Meeting.
Lois Rose
FAIS President

Fredericksburg Area Iris Society Affiliate Report
2018 Region 4 Spring Meeting, May 25, 2018

Continued on Page 17
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In Loving Memory of Jack Loving
Jack W. Loving, 85 of King George County passed away
on March 3, 2018 at Mary Washington Hospital surrounded
by family and friends. Jack was born March 13, 1932 in
Prospect, Prince Edward County, Va. to Alexander and
Elizabeth Blair Loving. Jack served in the U. S. Navy from
1950 through 1954. After the Navy, Jack moved to King
George and began his 34 year career at the Naval Warfare
Center in Dahlgren until his retirement in 1984. Upon leaving Dahlgren, he returned to his love of construction. Jack
built his home of 47 years as well as others for family and
friends.
Jack loved to travel and was an avid RV'er for fifty years.
Trips with his wife Rosalie and family took them to all fifty
states, Canada and Mexico. Jack's favorite trips were to
Alaska.
He was dedicated to his family and spent much of his retirement time gardening, working in his yard and the Iris
beds that surrounded his home in Edgehill, which affectionately became known as Edgehill Gardens. Jack was an active member of the Fredericksburg Iris Society, an affiliate
of the American Iris Society, for 31 years, serving in many
different roles. His gardens were on the American Iris Society National tour on two occasions.
Survivors include a son Paul (Gail) of Waldorf, Md.;
daughter Sherron Thompson (Steve) of Waldorf, Md; son
Charles Loving (Samantha) of Jacksonville, Fl.; daughter
Sonia Kuppert (Kurt) of Spotsylvania; son Wayne Loving
of Ruther Glen; a step daughter Denise Buckner (Art) of
Boydton; sister Ann Miffleton of Newport News; 11 grandchildren and 7 great grandchildren; niece Anita Butler
(Bradley) of King George; nephew Garland Fenwick
(Patty) of Stafford; nieces Jo Ann Miffleton of Newport
News and Linda Powell (Bobby) of Seaford. Jack was preceded in death by his beloved wife of 55 years, Rosalie;
parents Alexander and Elizabeth Loving and his brother
Charles Loving Gaa.
In lieu of flowers, the family requests that expressions of
sympathy take the form of donations to the American Cancer Society; American Heart Association or King George
Fire and Rescue.
The family wishes to thank the nurses and doctors of Mary
Washington Hospital 3 North and the MICU staff for the
incredible care given Jack and the family.
Online condolences may be left for the family at
www.storkefuneralhome.com.

From Abby Glasgow
The first time I met Jack was in his garden during a Mother's
Day Open Garden Event. He struck me as a cranky old man
because he was so brisk about 'Huckleberry Fudge' NOT being for sale. Later after getting to know Jack better, I learned
that his heart was as big as they come; he had a strong sense
for right and wrong; he had an enthusiasm to travel; a strong
work ethic that kept him young and healthy and he got joy in
experiencing life with others.
Jack Loving loved life and all it brought his way. As his
years in the Iris Society attest, he jumped in to his passions
with both feet and his greatest passion was to grow things. I
say 'things' because he not only grew iris, but he kept a garden, and at one point in his life he "grew" houses as he became a builder in retirement from being a Navy contractor.
His goal was to make this world a better place.
After the summer after Rosalie passed, we planted a garden.
He was excited to plant peppers, cabbage, broccoli, squash,
cucumber, collards, kale, and tomatoes. I thought that his
was the normal Loving garden planting. Mid-summer, as we
were discussing how the plants were growing, did I discover
that he had never grown some of the veggies we planted so
we were both flying blind!
In the short time (3 years) that I knew Jack, he taught me so
much and shared so much of his life's past experiences. He
included me in his life after Rosalie passed, showing me their
life together by packing up the mobile home and carting Tim
and me around Virginia and Maryland. He shared with me
his plans for the future - plans that he never had the chance to
fulfill. The impressive thing is that Jack knew that to keep
living he had to keep doing and had to keep planning. He
would want us all to keep doing and keep planning the next
great adventure.
Lovingly Submitted
Abby

American Iris Society Region 4—The Newscast
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In Loving Memory of Jack Loving
But back to that first meeting in 1987… It became obvious to me, as they toured my garden
I first met Jack (and that day, that they were avid gardeners and
irisarians and that Jack had some background or
Rosalie, of course;
knowledge of farming, which he applied to iristhey were always
together) in May of es and gardening in general. Weeding, rotating
crops, tilling, planting, thinning, fertilizing—it
1987. The (then)
all seemed to come naturally to Jack. When he
FredericksburgRichmond Iris Soci- helped dig my guest irises from the 2003 National Convention, I quickly realized he was a
ety hosted the Region 4 Spring Meet- digging machine. My baggers and labelers
couldn’t keep up with him. When diseases
ing that year. An
struck a member’s garden, Jack would show up
article appeared in
the local Fredericks- to spray the necessary chemical. It just seemed
burg paper about the that when Jack was needed, he was there. Even
meeting, inviting the if he wasn’t needed, he was there. Frequently I
would get a call that they were going to be in
public to visit the
featured gardens on my area; could they stop by for a visit. I treasure those visits on my patio.
Sunday, after the
meeting ended, and gave a phone number for
I usually described Jack and Rosalie to others
more information and/or directions to the gardens. If anyone else visited my garden that Sun- as “salt of the earth” kind of folks. They were
day I have no memory of it, but Jack and Rosa- warm, kind, generous, giving, and Loving. A
last name could not have fit anyone better.
lie did. They made it to all the gardens, they
joined AIS, and remained staunch members for Jack and Rosalie, I miss you both so very
much.
the next 31 years (or 29 years for Rosalie, who
died in 2016). They entered our shows, were the
biggest contributors to our rhizome sale, hosted
numerous club events in their garden, attended
AIS National Conventions regularly, until health
issue prevented them from doing so, and Regional meetings faithfully. Their garden was a
host garden for the 2003 AIS National Convention hosted by Region 4 and was on several Regional Spring Meeting tours. Jack served as
FRIS Vice-President in 1990, and moved up to
President in 1991 when the President had to resign. He served again as president of FAIS in
1994-1995, as membership chairman from 2004
-2013, sale chairman in 1995, 2003, and 2006,
and as co-chairman of the 1995 Region 4 Spring
Meeting. At the time of his death, he had been
budget chairman for Region 4 for many years.
Staunch member, indeed.

From Lois Rose
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In Loving Memory of Jack Loving
From Ginny Spoon

When Rosalie Loving passed away it left a hole in our
hearts. Now her husband, and our good friend Jack,
has left us to be with her. I can hardly talk about Jack
without Rosalie. Jack came over often to visit us. Even
after Rosalie died he drove over in his RV with their
little dog, Patches. Jack loved to see what was blooming in our garden, but I think that he enjoyed his talks
and friendship with us as well.
Jack loved to travel and told us of the places he visited; Alaska, Mexico, Canada and everywhere you
could imagine, sometimes by cruise ship and sometimes with the RV. Jack talked of his childhood too.
His father couldn't afford to take care of him and his
siblings after their mother died, so he was sent to an
orphanage. Jack's father sent money when he could
and also set aside money for their future, including
buying land on which Jack eventually built the house
where he and Rosalie lived. Jack said that he had 300
siblings and learned a lot staying at the orphanage.
Jack met Rosalie at Fort Belvoir where they both
worked and that love endured for more than fifty
years. Don and I were at their fiftieth wedding anniversary and the building could hardly hold the many
family and friends attending. While working on the
boat at Fort Belvoir Jack caught his hand in a wire and
lost his fingers on that hand. The accident did not stop
Jack from his carpentry as you could tell by looking at
their house which Jack built almost entirely by himself.
The Loving iris garden was also a sight to behold. I
don't think I have ever seen such a well cared for garden with irises blooming and growing so beautifully.
In 2003 their garden was a Master Planting of irises

for the AIS Convention tour, and all the people on the
bus were awestruck when they arrived. Jack loved
the large tree in front of their house. He called it their
outdoor air conditioner. We named several of our irises for Jack and Rosalie: 'Jack's Choice', 'Jack Loving',
'Rosalie Loving' and 'Loving Pink'. Their memory
and friendship will always be cherished.

◄ 'Jack Loving'
2006, Spoon
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From Doug Chyz:
One of my memories of Jack Loving grows in
my garden. A number of years ago when he
and Rosalie invited FAIS members to come
down and help him dig and thin out Siberian
Iris, he gave me some of a Siberian Seedling
he had. He never registered it. If I remember
correctly, he did not know the parents of it, but
he did have a seedling number for it, S-4-95. I
took it home and planted it and it still grows
for me. On my garden label it has Eggplant
Purple in color and I cannot remember if that
is how Jack described it or if I used that description. When it blooms, the depth of color
and its sparkle remind me of Jack’s deep affection for people and his welcoming smile. I
have considered registering it on behalf of
Jack and have permission from his family to
do so. Thanks Jack for securing your place in
my garden.

Affiliate Reports
Shenandoah and Potomac Iris Society
President's Report, May 25, 2018
This year, our club has planned many of our meetings
to be held at our members’ gardens. That way we not
only get to know our members better, but also get to
enjoy their gardens. We are also giving several
judge's training sessions. The first session will be after our spring show at Blandy. There should be many
irises in bloom in the garden there on May 20, and we
are planning a one hour garden training. We are also
planning a tour of Winterberry and two other gardens
in Berkeley Springs, West Virginia on May 22.
I have made a classroom PowerPoint on Awards and
Honors and will give a one hour classroom Judges
Training along with a one hour garden training at
Winterberry later in June. Several of our judges need
the hours and we also have several people wanting to
become judges.
Our club sale will be held again at the Octoberfest at
the state arboretum at Blandy in October. Last year it
was a huge success for us and we also acquired quite
a few new members. The cooler fall weather was
welcome after the hot summer, and there were reblooming irises in bloom as another bonus.
Ginny Spoon
President,
Shenandoah and Potomac Iris Society

American Iris Society Region 4—The Newscast

Page 18

Affiliate Reports
FSK Spring Report, May, 2018
Our January 6th board meeting was on one of the
coldest days of the winter. Nevertheless, everyone enjoyed their meal at the Charred Rib in Carney. Our
membership Chairman, Dave Bollinger, reported that
several members have not renewed their membership
at the time of our meeting. He sent out notices to everyone and is working hard to keep the membership roll
up to date. The majority of the time was spent discussing the details of The Silver Siberian Species Convention to be held over the Memorial Day weekend.

the fair. Bonita divided the clump and sold every rhizome in less than 5 minutes!
This year, 2018, began with confusing weather. Spring
couldn’t decide to arrive for weeks. Winter would push
her out of the way and cold blasts of wind would blow
through freezing every new bud that dared to have
shown itself. The late March meeting reminded everyone what to do then and later in the year to maximize
blooms and divisions. In late April, we met to review
how to win a blue ribbon at an iris show.

The following weekend, our turnout reflected that our
members had paid attention at the meeting. Despite horFSK's Spring meeting was held at Bullocks in Westrendous weather (thunderstorms, wind and hail) the enminister. We again discussed the convention and made tire week before the show, members brought many
a date to have an additional meeting in April. After a
lovely specimens. We had 68 entries including first timwonderful meal, Carol Warner gave a power point
er, Heather Haley, who brought 3 entries. She was
presentation on the best peonies to grow in our garawarded 2 blue ribbons and a red. The queen of the
dens. All spring, members have been preparing their
show went to Susan Grigg with her pristine “ In the
gardens for convention visitation, while others are
Loop”. Diana Dudley received the silver medal certifiworking on the many details that go into hosting the
cate for the most blue ribbons (12) as well as Best Specconvention.
imens of Sections for IB, SDB and SA ( Palm Springs,
Ultimate and Glitter Gulch). The artistic division was
won by Don Myers by a magnificent design that attractJoan S Miller
ed people from all over Crabtree Valley Mall.
FSK President

ENCIS President ‘s Report, Spring 2018
ENCIS has been very busy since last Fall’s meeting. In
September, Bob Pries taught our members how to more
easily use the Iris Encyclopedia. We learned how to circumnavigate the website as well. It was discovered that
mobile devices don’t allow the same movements.
In October, ENCIS hosted the fall 2017 meeting. We
decided to try a single day meeting in lieu of the more
traditional 2 day event. We had varying responses from
negative to happy, positive ones. On October 29, we and
JC Raulston arboretum sponsored a wonderful program
from Carol Warner who shared ideas about adding iris to
your landscaping. She shared gorgeous photos from her
own garden and inspired many attendees to consider increasing their beds with bearded and beardless iris. We
handed out our iris sale information for next July. Lastly,
our club arranged to have a table at the NC State Fair.
Kim Pendergrass and Bonita Masteller chatted with hundreds of people who often were shocked to learn that
some iris bloom more frequently than just once a year!
We had a huge clump of “ Harvest of Memories “ that
cooperated brilliantly by blooming the entire 2 weeks of

The rest of the year promises to keep our club busy. In
June, members will learn how to properly divide all
types of iris for optimal bloom in the following year. In
July, members will get to use their new knowledge by
coming out to the Richards’s farm to dig for the iris sale
scheduled for July 21. In August, we will be having a
potluck lunch and plant swap.
We hope to get to know each other better and meet prospective new members. Everyone is welcomed. In late
September, we plan another beardless sale that promises
to attract new members too.
Our last project will be having a table at the state fair
again. October 11-21 will require every member to help
man the booth to help spread the word that iris are the
best!
Finally, our club has agreed to host the 2020 Spring district 4 conference. So , please keep May 1st and 2nd 2020
open. We are planning all sorts of activities to bring a
smile to every attendee.
Diana Dudley, DVM
ENCIS President
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Dave Piasecki and Vicki Stewart Garden
By Sylvia Deck

I was honored
when asked to
write a review of
Dave and
Vicki’s gardens.
This garden is
definitely a labor of love and well planned. The rolling vistas and the shaded garden paths that are squirrelled away in the tree lines are just some of the reasons why I fell in love with this garden. The selections and collections of companion plantings in the
gardens were spectacular. We were all treated to the
irises and peony bloom season. What a beautiful time
of year to have a garden tour!
Dave and Vicki have a hands-on garden approach. A
circular bed of irises, with pavers that dissect the bed
so that you can walk through, can be admired from
many directions. You can also get up close and personal and write down the name of that “must-have”
iris. Believe me, I did that a lot!
Then there were the guest iris beds not far away, all
lined up, labeled, and mostly blooming. Guest Siberians included ‘Too Cute’ (Schafer-Sacks 2016) and
‘Fiddles On Fire’ (Schafer-Sacks 2017) and the SpecX seedling of Mary Betts ‘Mainstream Tempest.’
Nearby, there was another bed of irises and peonies in
full bloom. One of the treats of touring established
gardens is that they have great foundation plantings
that lend themselves to various gardens, paths, hardscapes and places just to sit back and enjoy the garden
itself. I found this to be the case in Dave and Vicki’s
garden. They had the open grassy areas that would
please my husband and yet plenty of flower beds that
give my creative designer’s eye the beauty that it
craves with colors and textures.
I made new friends while exploring the secret garden
paths. I got a chance to talk with Carolee Hildenbrandt from New York. We both were enjoying
the shade and a seat while admiring Vicki’s eye for
color in her container gardening. There were plenty of
places to sit and admire the vibrancy of colors, the
lushness of textures, and the garden views – whether
shade or sun.

◄‘Too Cute’ (SchaferSacks 2016)

‘Fiddles On Fire’ ►
(Schafer-Sacks 2017)

◄ Spec-X seedling
of Mary Betts
‘Mainstream Tempest’

Dave Piasecki and Vicki Stewart house and Garden

Page 20

American Iris Society Region 4—The Newscast

Budding Young Hybridizers
By Sheryl Campbell
Meet Max and Darby Redman, some of Region 4’s
newest youth members. Max and his mother, Jodi,
attended a Spring Iris Show in Fredericksburg a couple of years ago where they were bitten with the iris
virus after receiving irises to take home and grow.
Those of us lucky enough to meet Max last year in
Winchester at the Spring Regional were delighted by
his budding interest in hybridizing and desire to learn
more about growing irises. One of Max’s early irises,
◄‘Ashlee Noel’
(D. Spoon 2014)

might achieve those goals. And if you have seeds

the lovely TB ‘Ashlee
Noel’ (D. Spoon 2014)
came from attending that
Regional where he got it
freshly dug from Iris Hills
Farm during a garden tour. Sister Darby, not wanting
to be left out, joined the iris society this year in time to
come along to the 2018 Spring Regional in Maryland.
Her delight in the variety of irises seen in the tour gardens was contagious. And she too went home with a
favored iris.

see families participating

As members of the Fredericksburg Iris Society, Max
and Darby have the advantage of tapping into a wealth
of knowledge about irises. Lois Rose worked with
them this year to prepare them for grooming their irises to display in the club’s spring show. One-on-one
mentoring is a definite strength of the American Iris
Society and a strong quality in Region 4’s membership. The kids enjoyed learning about hybridizing
from Ross Eagles in their club, and look forward to
another private hybridizing clinic with Colin Campbell
in Winchester before the Fall Regional in October.
Max is excited about doing his own hybridizing and is
considering what he’d like to create. Both Max and
Darby have enjoyed getting to meet interesting irises
and people within the Region. Max says, “The iris
society has given me vital pieces of information”.
Max and Darby are growing a number of irises now
that they might hybridize from including another fairly
recent dwarf introduction, ‘Flaming Lips’ (H. Stout
2013).
Max would like to see hybridizers focus on the creation of some truly green irises, while Darby wants new
orange irises to abound. So, for you hybridizers out
there, share your ideas with them on what iris parents

◄‘Flaming Lips’
H. Stout 2013)
from crosses that might
go that. way consider
sharing some of them
with Max and Darby as
well.
It is so encouraging to
Grape Expectations’ ►
(W. Maryott 1998)

in the iris society together. Max believes that his
parents are proud of his
involvement in the society and his mom says it
has been a good influence in the lives of both
her children. Both Max
and Darby participate actively in their local club and
at the Regional Meetings, Shows, and Tours. They
enthusiastically bid on plants at the Auctions, and
Darby even quickly went online to review each iris in
the auction so she knew in advance the one she wanted most – and she got
it!
◄Solar Fire’
(R. Tasco 2002)
If you haven’t yet had
the pleasure of meeting
Max and Darby, please
introduce yourself to
them at the next club or regional meeting. Ask them
how excited they were to see ‘Grape Expectations’ (W. Maryott 1998) and ‘Solar Fire’ (R. Tasco
2002) blooming in their garden this spring. You’ll be
glad you made time for these engaging young people.
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DRAYCOTT GARDENS
By Susan Grigg
◄ ‘Code

of Honor’, an IB
by Tom Johnson (2013)
against the black fence with
pink peony

Baptisia
‘Chocolate Chip’ ►

No matter how many visits I make to Carol Warner’s
garden I always see something new and interesting. The
convention booklet told me that Draycott means
“peaceful retreat’, and that is a perfect description for
this garden. Shade gardens, with lush hostas or blue and
white tectorum iris, had plenty of benches to rest and
enjoy. The sundrenched formal garden had plantings of
colorful peonies, bearded iris, and beardless irises, Japanese maples and many other plants. Carol built a welcoming pergola entrance with benches for the weary. A
waterfall in the pond near the barn made a soothing
splash to distract all from the heat of the day.
I admire how Carol uses bearded iris in the landscape.
Each variety was grown to perfection and blended perfectly with peonies or other shrubs. ‘Code of Honor’, an
IB by Tom Johnson (2013) was a pristine white against
the black fence and pink peony. Past the baptisia
‘Chocolate Chip’ was Don Spoon’s TB
‘Procrastinator’ (2014) and not at all late to the party.
Peonies exploded from both sides of a gentle downward
garden path in the sun garden. The lower section of the
sun garden was a primer on excellent iris companion
plants: ponies, hostas, Japanese maples, daylilies, azaleas, baptisia, roses, weigelia, amongst others combined
with many varieties of irises. Last but not least are Carol’s bearded irises. ‘Foreign Statesman’ (Innerst 1993),
‘Little John’ (Don Spoon 1996) were real stand-outs
among all the bloom.

◄ ‘Procrastinator’
Don Spoon 2014)
Warner Garden
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DRAYCOTT GARDENS (cont.)
◄‘Art In Bloom’
(Shafer-Sacks 2016)
The guest beds required a climb to a
wrought iron gazebo
where we could take
a rest before exploring the Siberians
guest for the Siberians-Species convention. Some of my favorite beardless were ‘Wish Me Luck’ (Shafer-Sacks 2016) and
‘Art In Bloom’ (Shafer-Sacks 2016), ‘Simply Brilliant’ (Hollingworth 2017) all vied for my vote for
best Siberian. Also the Siberians ‘Feel The
Love’ (Helsley 2007) and ‘Crimson Fireworks’ (Dunlop 2014) were also gorgeous. It was
nice to get back to the barn and the cool of the shade
gardens down the side of Carol’s wood line to the lower field.
◄‘Crimson
Fireworks’
(Dunlop 2014)

‘Wish Me Luck’ ►
(Shafer-Sacks 2016)

▲‘Simply Brilliant’ (Hollingworth 2017)
‘Feel The Love’ (Helsley 2007) ▼

American Iris Society Region 4—The Newscast

Page 23

Committee Reports
2018 Spring Iris Program Resources Report

Report of NEWSCAST Editor
For Spring Region 4 Board Meeting, May 25, 2018

Last fall I purchased a couple of digital iris programs
and made them available with notes to each club within Region 4. To date there is only one club that has
been able to make use of these presentations.

It has only been since I agreed to help edit the Region
4 newsletter that I truly appreciate the time and effort
that Anita Moran and others before her have given as
editors of Newscast. When items are sent to the editor
FAIS used the "Stalking for Best of Show" program. It for inclusion and are too short, too long, filled
with grammar or spelling errors, it falls to the editor
went well, but they didn't feel it was a "stand alone"
to make sure that corrections are made. When deadpresentation as it needed some narration and leading
lines are ignored and there is not enough material for
by an experienced show exhibitor.
publication, it falls to the editor to find pictures or
write articles to fill pages.
In addition, at the AIS Spring Board of Directors
Meeting in New Orleans a motion was made to
make educational programs available to Affiliates and Anita came to North Carolina the end of February
AIS members for free by download or other electronic and really put together the winter Newscast while
transmission. This motion was carried. As of this date, Bonita Masteller and I tried to learn what to do; so
the AIS website is still showing charges applicable for that issue would not have happened without Anita's
expertise. Bonita and I checked names, corrected
these programs. Doug Chyz is checking to see when
grammar, and tried to be useful. I did have some inthe changes will be implemented.
teraction with the publishing company personnel
in completing the final stages of Newscast.
May 23, 2018,
Sheryl Campbell
I look forward to receiving articles, pictures, questions, poems, and anything that will make Newscast
something that reflects the diverse and unique region
Taken From Region 17 Newsletter Spring 2016
that we are. I would like to include a listing of each
Together We Make Region 17 A SUCCESS
affiliate's show and sale dates and locations, so please
By Dawn Boyer
send me that information.

Show you care by treating each iris

member with respect
Use every opportunity to guide and inspire
others to grow irises
Choose to make the most of each day in
the iris garden
Commit to excellence in everything that
you grow
Express your praise to hybridizers and
fellow iris lovers for their
contributions and awards
Share Your Enthusiasm for the value of
iris gardening
Strive to build team spirit among growers,
hybridizers, and affiliates

Susan Grigg

Butterflies Only Eat Dessert
by Joan Wyrick Ellison
from A Wren Can Sing
“Nature’s Voice”

Butterflies only eat dessert.
They break the rules
with between-meal treats,
flit here and there
to indulge and feast
with no hint of bulging waist.
They feel no need to diet or fast
because butterflies are freely bent
on eating dessert
to their heart’s content.
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Committee Reports
Spring 2018 Rebloom Report for Region 4
In 2015, Shenandoah and Potomac Iris Society planted
an iris garden at the Virginia State Arboretum, also
known as Blandy Experimental Farm. Many reblooming iris were planted to provide beautiful color in the
garden at different times of the year. Last fall, 26 different varieties amazed garden visitors as they saw
irises blooming in October for the first time. I
believe that planting reblooming iris in public gardens
is an excellent way to introduce the public to rebloom.

Membership Report by Ginny Spoon
May 25, 2018, Hunt Valley, MD
As of April 30, 2018, Region 4 has 295 total members, down 36 members from last spring. We are
fourth in total memberships in AIS. We have 7 youth
members, 66 single annual, 13 dual annual, 74 single
triennial, 27 dual triennial, 20 single life, 9 dual life,
7 affiliate memberships and 23 e-memberships.
The iris sales and shows are still the best place to
form friendships and gain new members. If you have
visitors to your garden in the spring you might consider passing out membership forms, a copy of your
club activities and an invitation to a show, sale or a
meeting.

I received rebloom reports from 19 Region 4 gardens
for summer fall 2017 rebloom. These reports were
published in the spring 2018 Reblooming Iris Recorder, along with a short article about the rebloom at the
Virginia State Arboretum. I will be sending the compiled Region 4 Rebloom Report shortly for publication I send out the additions and corrections report after
the end of every month from the AIS membership
in the summer 2018 Newscast.
chairman to the presidents and membership chairmen
I hope that this fall will bring glorious rebloom to gar- of each affiliate. Please let me know if there are any
questions or corrections to those reports. I try to put
dens across Region 4!
each new member in the correct affiliate according to
their address, however, sometimes I can only guess
May, 23rd, 2018
where they belong when I try and match their zip
Colin Campbell
code to others in the region.
Ginny Spoon.
Co-chairman, Membership Region 4
Continued on Page 30
DO YOU KNOW?

Kodomo no hi is a Japanese national holiday which takes place annually on May 5 and is the final celebration in Golden
Week. It is a day set aside to respect children's personalities and to celebrate their happiness. It was designated a national holiday by
the Japanese government in 1948. It has been a day of celebration in Japan since ancient times.
Although it was originally known as (translated) “Boys Day,” that changed in 1948 to “celebrate the health and growth of boys and
girls.” Of particular note to iris lovers, homes are decorated with iris flowers to ward off evil. Traditionally, iris foliage is floated in
one’s bath water, called syobuyu.
Their customs including flying carp banners known as koinobori “to symbolize the desire for children to become brave and strong
individuals.” Another frequent display: samurai helmets, dolls and armaments.

Photo c. George Hirose

References:
http://aboutjapan.japansociety.org/kodomo_no_hi_childrens_day_celebration#sthash.pDxarEWu.dpbs
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Children%27s_Day_(Japan)
-

'Rose Queen' ►
1989, Society for
Japanese Irises
Iris japonica Photo by
Anita Moran in the Jill
Bonino garden
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2018 Rebloom
Name of iris

Hybridizer

Class

Total #
of
gardens

Zone
6B

Zone
7A

Zone
7B

States

Again and Again

(S. Innerst 1999)

TB

5

2

1

2

NC,VA

Amazing With Grace

(J. Roberts 2013)

TB

1

1

VA

Anne Lowe

(D. Spoon 2011)

SDB

2

2

VA

Anxious

(B. Hager 1992)

TB

1

Ann’s Joy

(A. Playtis R. 2013)

IB

1

Another Bridge

(B. Wilkerson 2005)

TB

2

Aunt Margaret

(D. Spoon 2002)

TB

1

Autumn Bugler

(F. Jones 1986)

TB

1

Autumn Circus

(B. Hager 1990)

TB

Autumn Elf

(G. P. Brown 1935)

Autumn Jester

Zone
6A

1

NC

1

WV
2

VA
1

1

NC

1

NC, WV

1

1

VA

IB

1

1

NC

(C. Chapman 2000)

SDB

4

1

VA, WV

Autumn Joy

(D. Spoon 2001)

TB

1

1

NC

Autumn Orange

(D. Spoon 2003)

SDB

1

1

NC

Autumn Orangelite

(G. P. Brown 1962)

BB

1

1

NC

Autumn Surge

(J.T. Aitken 2005)

SDB

3

Autumn Tangerine

(D. Spoon 2002)

SDB

1

Autumn Tryst

(J. Weiler 1993)

TB

2

1

Autumn Twilight

(G. P. Brown 1945)

TB

1

1

NC

Autumn Wine

(V. Christopherson 2003)

BB

1

1

NC

Baby Blessed

(L. Zurbrigg 1979)

SDB

6

Barn Dance

(M. Byers 1991)

TB

1

1

NC

Belvi Cloud

(K. Jensen 1988)

TB

1

1

NC

Belvi Queen

(C. Jensen 1976)

TB

1

1

MD

Billionaire

(M. Byers 1987)

TB

1

Blitz

(J. Weiler 1988)

SDB

1

Blueberry Tart

(C. Chapman 2002)

SDB

2

Blue Hues

(D. Spoon 2010)

SDB

1

Bonus Mama

(B. Hager 1990)

TB

1

1

NC

Born Again

(B. Miller 1978)

TB

1

1

VA

Cantina

(M. Byers 1990)

TB

1

1

MD

Cara

(D. Spoon 2011)

SDB

2

1

1

Champagne Encore

(J.T. Aitken 1997)

IB

3

1

1

Color Brite

(A. Ensminger 1987)

BB

Constant Comment

(D. Hall 1954)

TB

1

Constant Companion

(C. Marsh 1995)

IB

4

1

1

1

2

2

VA, WV

1

VA

2

1

1

2

1

1

1

MD

1

NC, WV
NC

VA, WV
1

MD,VA, WV

1

VA
1

2

NC, VA, WV

VA

1

1

NC

1

NC
VA,WV
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2018 Rebloom
Name of iris

Hybridizer

Class

Zone
6A

IB

Total #
of
gardens
2

Coral Chimes

(J.G. Crump 2007)

Corn Dance

(D. Spoon 2008)

TB

4

1

Corn Harvest

(C. Wyatt 1977)

TB

1

Coronation of David

(B. Miller 1999)

TB

1

Crimson King

(Barr 1893)

IB

1

Days of Summer

(T. Stanek 2002)

TB

1

1

Daughter of Stars

(D. Spoon 2001)

TB

4

2

Deborah Dances

(B. Miller 1999)

TB

1

1

Diamond Blush

(D. Spoon 1998)

TB

1

Dime Spot

(W. Moores 1985)

TB

1

Ditto

(B. Hager 1982)

MDB

1

Double Dare

(M. Lockatell 2014)

BB

1

1

VA

Duke of Earl

(M. Byers 1987)

TB

1

1

NC

Echo Location

(B. Wilkerson 2007)

TB

2

1

2

Eleanor Roosevelt

(Sass/McDade 1933)

IB

2

1

1

Emma Louisa

(E. Buckles 1969)

TB

1

1

Encore Performance

(R. Hollingworth 2010)

SIB

1

English Cottage

(L. Zurbrigg 1976)

TB

3

Eric Simpson

(D. Spoon 2011)

SDB

5

Ermine Robe

(Schreiner 1969)

TB

1

1

MD
NC
VA
NC,VA
WV
NC

Eternal Bliss

(M. Byers 1988)

TB

1

1

VA

Faithful and True

(D. Spoon 1997)

TB

1

1

NC

Fast Forward

(J. T. Aitken 2002)

IB

1

1

NC

Feed Back

(B. Hager 1983)

TB

2

2

Flower Shower

(J. Weiler 1990)

SDB

1

1

NC
VA
NC

Forever Blue

(C. Chapman 1997)

SDB

3

Forever Yours

(B. Hager 1993)

TB

1

Frost Echo

(J.T. Aitken 1995)

TB

1

Gate of Heaven

(L. Zurbrigg 2004)

TB

7

Giggler

(D. Spoon 2001)

SDB

1

Glitter Repink

(L. & K. Jedlicka 2008)

TB

2

1

Golden Immortal

(G. Sutton 1997)

TB

1

1

Grand Baroque

(L. Zurbrigg 1969)

TB

1

Zone
6B

Zone
7A

Zone
7B

States

2

NC,VA

3

VA,WV
1

1

WV
1

NC
VA

1

1

1

VA

1

WV

VA
3

1

1

2

1

1
1
1

1

3

NC
VA
NC
NC

1

1

NC
VA
VA
MD

1

1

NC

2

1

NC,VA
WV
NC
VA

1

VA,WV

1

NC
NC,VA
VA

1

NC
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2018 Rebloom
Name of iris

Hybridizer

Class

Harvest of Memories

(L. Zurbrigg 1985)

TB

Total #
of
gardens
5

Hot Chic

(D. Spoon 2002)

SDB

1

I Bless

(L. Zurbrigg 1985)

IB

4

I Do

(L. Zurbrigg 1974)

TB

2

I Repeat

(J. Roberts 1998)

TB

1

Immortality

(L. Zurbrigg 1982)

TB

6

Istanbul

(M. Byers 1990)

TB

2

2

MD, NC
VA, WV
NC, VA

Jack Loving

(D. Spoon 2006)

SDB

1

1

VA

July Yellow

TB

1

1

VA

Kind Candace

(K. Chadwick/ E. Warner
2001)
(D. Spoon 2012)

TB

1

1

VA

Lady Emma

(F. Jones 1986)

MTB

2

Liquid Amber

(G. Spoon 2003)

TB

Lovely Again

(R. G. Smith 1966)

Low Ho Silver

Zone
6A

1

1

Zone
6B

Zone
7A

Zone
7B

States

2

2

1

NC,VA

1

2

1

1

VA

2
2

MD,NC
VA, WV
NC, VA

1

NC

2

1

1

VA, WV

2

2

VA

TB

1

1

NC

(M. Byers 1989)

IB

4

Lunar Whitewash

(S. Innerst 2003)

TB

1

1

Mango Parfait

(D. Spoon 2009)

TB

3

2

Many Mahalos

(J.T. Aitken 2003)

IB

1

1

Many Moons

(H. Wright 1967)

TB

1

Mariposa Autumn

(R. Tasco 1999)

TB

4

Martie Everest

(McDade/Kirkland 1935)

TB

1

1

NC,VA
WV
NC

Maryland Ho

(B. Hornstein R. 2003)

TB

1

1

MD

Masterwork

(L. Zurbrigg 2001)

TB

1

1

Matrix

(E. Hall 1991)

TB

2

1

Metro Blue

(M. Lockatell 2015)

TB

Midsummer Night’s Dream

(L. Baumunk 1999)

Midsummer’s Eve

1

2

1

VA
1

VA
VA

1
1

1

NC, VA, WV

1

NC
1

VA
1

NC,VA

1

1

VA

IB

2

2

NC,VA

(D. Spoon 1999)

IB

1

1

NC

Mishawaka

(C. Wise 1949)

TB

1

1

VA

Momma Caroline

(D. Spoon 2016)

TB

1

1

NC

Momma Rosemary

(D. Spoon 2012)

TB

1

1

NC

Moon and Stars

(D.C. Nearpass 2005)

BB

1

1

NC

My Friend Jonathan

(B. Miller 1994)

TB

4

Northward Ho

(L. Zurbrigg 1991)

TB

Now and Later

(L. Zurbrigg 1972)

TB

1

3

NC,VA

1

1

NC

2

2

MD,NC
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2018 Rebloom
Name of iris

Hybridizer

Class

Open Ocean

(Schreiner 2016)

TB

Total #
of
gardens
1

Over and Over

(S. Innerst 2001)

TB

Pearls of Autumn

(B. Hager 1993)

Perfume Counter
Persimmon Pie

Zone
6A

Zone
6B

Zone
7A

Zone
7B

States

1

VA

1

1

VA

TB

1

1

VA

(L. Zurbrigg 1972)

TB

2

(D. Spoon 2000)

BB

2

2

NC,VA

1

1

VA

3

1

Pink Attraction

(E. Hall 1988)

TB

4

Plum Wine

(J. Weiler 1986)

SDB

3

Polar King

(T. Donahue 1939)

TB

1

Pokemon

(G. Sutton 2003)

MDB

1

Precious Little Pink

(M. Byers 1995)

IB

2

Prince Lollipop

(D. Spoon 2002)

SDB

1

1

Purple Joy

(D. Spoon 2009)

SDB

4

1

Purple Magic

(D. Spoon 1997)

TB

2

Queen Dorothy

(E. Hall 1984)

TB

3

2

Raspberry Frost

(G. Sutton 2001)

TB

1

1

Ray Jones

(D. Spoon 2011)

SDB

1

Red Revival

(F. Preston 1977)

TB

1

Repetition

(W. Moores 2013)

TB

1

1

VA

Roney’s Encore

(D. Spoon 1997)

TB

1

1

VA

Rosalie Figge

(J. McKnew 1993)

TB

5

1

2

Rosalie Loving

(D. Spoon 2003)

SDB

2

1

1

MD,NC
VA,WV
VA,WV

Royal Maroon

(D. Spoon 2001)

MDB

2

1

1

VA,WV

Ruby Eruption

(C. Chapman 1997)

SDB

1

1

VA

Sangreal

(J. Sass 1935)

IB

1

Sea Fluff

(R. Smith 1994)

TB

1

Season of Mists

(L. Zurbrigg 2002)

TB

1

Senorita Frog

(D. Spoon 2002)

SDB

4

September Buttercup

(G.P. Brown 1962)

TB

1

September Replay

(F. Jones 1992)

TB

Sign of Leo

(L. Zurbrigg 1977)

Silver Dividends

1

1

MD,VA
1

1

1

VA
1

VA

1

VA
WV

2

1

NC,VA
WV
VA

1

NC,VA

2

1

VA,WV

NC

3

VA,WV
1

MD

2

1

NC

1

VA
1

VA

1

1

NC,VA
WV
VA

1

1

VA

TB

1

1

NC

(L. Zurbrigg 1991)

TB

1

1

MD

Sky Willow

(D. Spoon 2005)

SDB

1

Smell the Roses

(M. Byers 1988)

SDB

2

1

1

1

1

1

VA

1

VA,WV
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2018 Rebloom
Name of iris

Hybridizer

Class

Zone
6A

TB

Total #
of
gardens
1

Spirit of Fiji

(L. Zurbrigg 1985)

Spirit of Memphis

(L. Zurbrigg 1977)

TB

1

1

Spring Again

(J. G. Crump 2009)

IB

1

Star Gate

(B. Wilkerson 2005)

TB

2

Starring Encore

(D. Spoon 2008)

TB

1

Sugar Blues

(L. Zurbrigg 1985)

TB

1

Summer Fantasy

(G.P. Brown 1965)

TB

1

1

Summer Green Shadows

(G.P. Brown 1965)

TB

2

1

Summer Honey

(B. Wilkerson 2013)

TB

1

Summer White Wings

(G. P. Brown 1961)

TB

1

Summer Olympics

(R. G. Smith 1980)

TB

3

Sunny Disposition

(L. Zurbrigg 1991)

TB

1

Sweetheart’s Again

(J. P. Hill 2004)

SDB

2

Tickle My Fancy

(P. Black 2015)

TB

1

Total Recall

(B. Hager 1992)

TB

4

1

2

Trimmed Velvet

(D. Spoon 2006)

MDB

3

1

1

Unbelievable Love

(W. Grise 1998)

TB

1

Violet Miracle

(L. Zurbrigg 1979)

TB

2

1

We Duz

(B. Hornstein R. 2009)

TB

1

1

Winesap

(M. Byers 1989)

TB

3

1

Winter Flame

(L. Austin 1953)

TB

1

1

VA

Winterland

(M. Byers 1990)

TB

2

1

NC,VA

Zee

(D. Spoon 2004)

TB

1

1

VA

Zurich

(M. Byers 1990)

TB

3

2

Zone
6B

Zone
7A

Zone
7B

1

States

VA
WV

1

1

VA

1

NC,VA

1

VA
1

NC
VA

1

VA
1

1

NC
VA

2

1

1
1

MD,NC
VA
NC

1

VA

1

VA
1
1

NC,VA
WV
NC,VA
WV
VA

1

NC,VA

1

1

MD
1

1

NC,VA

VA
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Committee Reports
Median Report
May 25, 2018 by Ginny Spoon
The guest iris request for the Median Convention in
2020 in Oklahoma City:
Region 22 of the American Iris Society will host the
Median Iris Society Convention from April 16th
through the 18th in 2020 with five tentative guest gardens in Oklahoma City, OK.
The guest plants should be shipped to:
Louise Carson
5037 NW 24th Pl.
Oklahoma City, OK 73127
Send up to three plants of each variety from July
through September 2018. The name of the variety or a
seedling number should be clearly marked on each
plant. In addition, the following information should
accompany each variety on a separate packing list.
1. Hybridizer's name and address.
2. Name or seedling number of the variety.
3. Type of Iris. SDB, AR, MTB, IB, BB
4. Year of introduction if applicable.
The packing list should include the hybridizers e-mail
address in order to receive an electronic receipt. If a
guest seedling is later named, it is the responsibility of
the hybridizer to notify the guest iris chairman no later
than March 15th, 2020.
REQUIRED RETURNS WILL BE AT THE HYBRIDIZER'S EXPENSE.
Some of Region 4 irises were in the top ten of the Median Display Garden Results:
‘Sari's Dance’ (Ginny Spoon) MTB number 5
‘Love Goes On’ (Don Spoon) BB number 3
‘Tina Louise’ (Bryan Spoon) BB number 8
‘Tegan’ and ‘Wild Whimsey’ (Don Spoon) SDB both
tied for number 3
‘Coral Chimes’ (Griffin Crump) IB number 4
The following Region 4 irises placed in the Median
Symposium Results for 2017:
‘Sari's Dance’ (Ginny Spoon) MTB number 3
‘Raspberry Silk’ (Don Spoon) BB number 15

2018 Spring Youth Report for Region 4
Youth membership continues to be a struggle: how to
recruit youth, hold their interest, and truly have them
involved in irises. I continue to believe that the best
way to interest youth in irises is through their relationships with members of the iris club.
Inviting neighbor children, grandchildren, and children of friends to join you for an hour in the garden is
a great way to start this. Teach them to hybridize and let them name any irises you keep from the cross
(even before introduction they can have a "garden
name"). Teach them how to divide irises, how to
plant them, and even get them to help you weed. I am
currently working with two teens who, while not yet
at a point of interest in the club, are learning iris
basics from me while we work together in my gardens. I hope that relationship will spark a future interest in the Iris Society as they do more hybridizing.
Ginny Spoon is pursuing a working relationship this
summer with a teen who she's been told "wants to
learn the business".
Since last fall, Region 4 has seen the loss of the
school project (hence all the youth members in
the project) run by BIS, although there were some
youth who entered irises in their 2018 spring
show.
Darby Redman joined her brother Max as the two
youth members in FAIS. James (Trey) Mercer
joined his sister Sarah in S&P, Nate Ronlov (Marilyn
Naylor's grandson) just joined S&P, and Emma
Schneider renewed bringing S&P to 4 youth members. Carter and Nathan Strauss are still listed as
youth members in Charlottesville but all attempts to
reach out to their family (the parents show as members also) have come to naught.
Colin Campbell
Region 4 Youth Chair
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Committee Reports
Region 4 Website Report
May 25,2018, Hunt Valley, MD
The website has been updated with as much information as I have been given with officers, schedules
and judges. I have somewhat mastered the art of
saving and putting the words on the website, but the
photos and links have so far eluded me. Now is the
busiest time of year for me and I hope to work on
the art of photos and links during the cold days of the
coming winter. Meanwhile, Anita has kindly
helped me with my shortcomings.
The website can be a useful tool, but the information
needs to be available. There are still gaps that need to
be filled by several affiliates such as histories and
schedules. I hope that our Region 4 members
will turn to the website for information on upcoming
regional meetings, current judges, schedules for
the affiliates, the Newscast publications, photos,
histories and other things.
I have enjoyed working on the website and I hope to
see it get used more by our members, and it seems
to be viewed and enjoyed by many other people as
well.
Ginny Spoon

Youth Member
There once was a youth who won ribbons, mostly blue
Came home from the show with a large rosette too.
With a voice glad and proud said to the Dad,
"It's the best year that I ever had."
Said his very wise parent, "I'd like to hear,
Why you think that this was such a very fine year."
"Why, you well know the prizes I've won;
How I've come out on top in most things I've done.
Just look at the ribbons that hang on my wall.
And think of the prizes I've earned since last fall."
And the Dad said, "You are not thinking right.
Blue ribbons, 'tis true are better than white;
But ribbons will fade and medals grow old,
Money's soon spent and fame soon grows cold.
Now here are the things most important, it's true,
Your experience has accomplished for you.
You've seen how a business meeting is run.
This knowledge will help you in years to come.
Patience you've learned in your garden too,
As well as the skills that will always help you.
You've learned the fine feeling it gives you to lend
A helping hand to a stranger or friend.
You've learned to cooperate with majority rule
To give in with grace and not be a fool
That must always have their very own way,
Be it in club work, in school or at play.
You learned how to lose not making a show,
You learned the judge judges as best that they know.
These things most important to you.
You'll remember and use them all your life through.
They'll help you become a mighty fine person
Much more than a prize, silver medal or ribbon."
by Ginny Spoon modified from a poem titled
4H Fable by Anonymous
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2018 Fall Regional
HOTEL INFORMATION
Hilton Garden Inn
120 Wingate Drive, Winchester, Virginia 22601
Phone: 540-722-8881 Fax: 540-722-8889
www.winchester.hgi.com
Room rate: $109.00 plus tax per night plus tax. Cut and paste this into your browser:
http://group.hiltongardeninn.com/IrisSoceityFallConference
You must mention the Shenandoah & Potomac Iris Society or group code YYC when
registering to get these rates and you must make your own reservations with the hotel
BEFORE Oct 5th, 2018 in order to get the discounted rate. The special price of rooms
expires on Oct. 5th at the hotel so call early.
Some additional rooms have been set aside at our special rate for Friday, October 26th for those
who desire to arrive early.
Facilities & Services: Indoor Pool & Whirlpool, Fitness Center, 24 Hour Business Center with Remote Printing, Pavilion Pantry - 24-Hour Convenience Center with Snacks &
Toiletries, Restaurant and Bar On Site, Complimentary Wired & Wireless Internet, Microwave and Refrigerator, and Safe in Every Room, Keurig Coffee/Tea Maker in Every Room, Garden Sleep System Beds, Walking Distance to Restaurants & Entertainment, Complimentary Parking, Business Center with Copy and Fax
Services.
Directions to the Hotel: From I-81 take exit 313B west towards Winchester to route 50
(E. Jubal Early Drive) turn left on S. Pleasant Valley Rd. (at the McDonalds) and take an immediate right
onto Wingate Drive (if you get to Featherbed Lane you have gone too far). You can still get there off Featherbed if you turn at the Chili's restaurant. The Hilton Garden Inn Hotel is at the end just past the Wingate Hotel.

2018 Fall Regional Schedule for Saturday, October 27
7:00 a.m. Registration packets at hotel and breakfast on your own
8:30 a.m. Leave hotel - informal carpool
9:00-10:00 a.m. Tour of rebloom at Iris Hills Farm then drive to Blandy
10:30-12:00 p.m. In garden Judge's training at Blandy: Rebloom by Ginny Spoon
12:00-1 p.m. Lunch in the Blandy Library
1:00-2:30 p.m. Classroom Judge's Training in Library: Aril-bred by Anita Moran then back to hotel
3:30 p.m. Board Meeting in Hotel A/B Banquet Room
6:00 p.m. Dinner in Hotel A/B Banquet Room
7:30 p.m. Regional Auction in Hotel A/B Banquet Room , Slide show after the auction of Region 4
gardens
For those coming on Friday or leaving on Sunday, you are welcome to visit
Winterberry Gardens. Give us a call at 540-888-4447.
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AIS Region 4 Fall 2018 Mee ng
Saturday October 27th
Winchester, Virginia
Registra on Form
Name (1): _______________________________ Chapter or Region: ____________________
Name Preferred on Nametag (1): ______________________________________
Name (2): _______________________________ Chapter or Region: ____________________
Name Preferred on Nametag (2): ______________________________________
Street Address: ____________________________________________________
City: _____________________________ State: ____________ ZIP: _________
Phone: ________________________ E-mail: ________________________________ (op"onal)
Full Registra on: $60.00 x _______ person(s)

= $__________

Youth Full Registra on: $50.00 x _______ person(s)

= $__________

A&er Oct. 5th, the Full Registra"on will be $70.00 x _______ person(s)

= $_________

Full registra"on includes lunch on Saturday and dinner on Saturday and two judge's training
Special Dietary needs? E-mail Sheryl Campbell at Campbells@IrisHillsFarm.com by Oct 1st.
Total Amount Enclosed:

$__________

Send completed Registra on Form with a Check made payable to S&P Iris Society and
mail by October 15th to:
Ginny Spoon
1225 Reynolds Rd
Cross Junc"on, VA 22625
For addi"onal informa"on contact:
Ginny Spoon

Sheryl Campbell

540-888-4447

540-868-2123

Email: vspoon@aol.com

campbells@irishillsfarm.com

Susan Grigg
105 Trotters Ridge Dr.
Raleigh NC 27614

