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AFFILIATES
SLUGS

Published on Oct 9, 2015

BAYSHORE IRIS SOCIETY - CHRISTINE EARECKSON,
3753 Rumsey Dr., Treppe, MD 21673, (410) 476-3971

YouTube Channel: Organic Edible
Garden

CENTRAL VIRGINIA IRIS SOCIETY - KATHY HUNEYCUTT,
5981 Pine Slash Rd., Mechanicsville, VA 23116 (804) 789-1812

https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=yfI7IZlqZ1k&t=8s

CHARLOTTE IRIS SOCIETY - CARRIE WINTER, 5801 Masters
(To see video copy link above and put Court, Charlotte NC 28226, (704) 542-3812

it in your browser window)
The simplest way to rid your garden
of slugs and snails is just going out at
night with a torch and picking snails
off your plants. Put them in a jar and
dispose of them in the morning.

EASTERN NORTH CAROLINA IRIS SOCIETY - DIANA DUDLEY
RICHARDS, 3102 Hester Rd. Creedmoor, NC 27522 (919) 528-3591
EASTERN SHORE IRIS SOCIETY - DEBBIE CAMPBELL ,
809 Camden Ave. Salisbury, MD 21801-6301

Another way is laying coffee grounds
round your plants. Slugs and snails
find it difficult to traverse coffee
grounds. Coffee grounds can become
quite acidic, so counter-balance that
with a sprinkling of garden lime.

FRANCIS SCOTT KEY IRIS SOCIETY - JOAN MILLER,
P.O. BOX 73, MARYLAND LINE, MD 21105, (410) 357-8244

Yeast or beer traps are another option. For yeast traps, mix 1 teaspoon
of dried yeast and 1 teaspoon of white
sugar together in a cup of warm water until the yeast and sugar dissolve
and the mixture froths.

SHENANDOAH & POTOMAC IRIS SOCIETY - GINNY SPOON
1225 Reynolds Road, Cross Junction, VA 22625 (540) 888-4447

FREDERICKSBURG AREA IRIS SOCIETY - DOUG CHYZ,
6 Biscoe Ct., Stafford, VA 22556-6437 (540) 659-6202

NEWSCAST is the publication of Region 4, AIS
Region 4 is comprised of the States of Maryland, North Carolina, Virginia, West Virginia, and the District of Columbia.
NEWSCAST is published 2 times a year.
NEWSCAST is free to AIS members in Region 4. Subscription rate for those not in Region 4 is $5.00 per year. Checks made to Region
4, American Iris Society should be sent to the Region 4 Treasurer.
Permission is granted to reprint any material appearing in NEWSCAST provided that proper credit is given.
DEADLINES for receipt of NEWSCAST materials by the Editor are:
March Issue—31 JANUARY : August Issue—30 JUNE :
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Notes From The Region 4 Vice President
Hello Region 4 Members,
“Who is Doug Chyz?” you ask; well let me introduce myself and tell you a bit about me
and Iris. I was born and raised in a small town in western Massachusetts. My love of Iris
comes from my father, even though we lost him when I was nine years old, he left me
with his love of gardening and Iris. I recall one day, probably the Spring before he died,
we were going to buy Iris and we came upon this huge plot of Iris in full bloom. Wow!
That visual has never left me. I did not really get the Iris itch until about 20 years ago when I was taking the
Master Gardener Course and met a member of the Fredericksburg Area Iris Society (FAIS), who was also taking the course. She told me about the sale that FAIS holds annually in July and I went to the sale, talked with
Ruth Walker, and I was hooked. I purchased Iris rhizomes and joined the AIS. From there I ended up active in
FAIS, holding many committee chair and officer positions. I am currently the Membership Chair for FAIS.
Over the years I have managed to amass about 250 to 300 different varieties of Iris from dwarfs to talls,
bearded and beardless. I am drawn to the Historics, but more specifically to what I refer to as the old fashion
form iris, 1950s and before, with the dog’s tongue style falls. I have about 100 of these from as early as the
1600s. It is hard to maintain focus on the historic irises when there are so many wonderful new introductions coming out every year. I am not an AIS Judge nor am I a hybridizer, I am an Iris lover, but my involvement over the years has given me a great appreciation for both judges and hybridizers, and of course, just
plain Iris lovers.
I am happy to be representing you as your AIS Region 4 Regional Vice President (RVP) and I am honored to be
following Anita Moran in this position. Anita and I had a great working relationship while she was RVP and I
was the Assistant RVP. Anita, now as the Immediate Past RVP, is still heavily involved and is providing me
great support as I lean into the RVP position. I believe we have a great Board of Officers and Committee
Chairs to take the Region forward for the next few years.
I already know many of you members of the Region’s Affiliates but would like to get to meet all of you. I am
a strong supporter of the Affiliates and their members and look forward to visiting with each Affiliate during
some of your activities. Please do invite me.
Let me note a couple of goals or agenda items I have. The first is having fun. I believe that if you are involved
in something, it should be fun for you, and those engaged with you. If it is not, figure out how to make it fun,
and having fun does not necessarily mean what you are doing does not include some hard work. The second
would be great communications. I believe that communications is key to maintaining smooth operations. As
part of great communications, I would encourage Affiliate Societies to work with Ginny Spoon, our Webmaster, to add information to the various pages of your Society’s presence on the Region 4 Website. Post your
meeting schedule on the Schedule Page and make sure your Officers Page is up to date and maybe tackle a
few of the other Pages with your Society information. Work with Susan Grigg, our Newscast Editor, to input
your Affiliate Reports. I always liked knowing what the other Affiliates had been doing. Finally for this message, as part of communications I am going to try to do a monthly email to Affiliate Presidents.
I look forward to serving as your RVP,
Doug Chyz
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FROM THE EDITOR

YouTube Channel: Burkes Backyard

Garden in NJ had an iris “Sunny
Hello. My name is Susan Grigg and I Shoulders’ that Mike recognized as
https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=oixnmtH2-w0
have agreed to the impossible job of ‘I Do’ by Lloyd Zurbrigg.
(To see video copy link above and put it following Anita Moran as copy ediin your browser window)
I do appreciate the articles and
tor/writer of “THE NEWCAST”. I
poetry sent to me by some of you.
Jackie French made an environmentally know that I express your thanks to
I will certainly publish anything that
friendly snail trap using a plastic drink Anita for serving so faithfully in this
is appropriate, so don’t hesitate to
bottle and some beer. Snails are atposition for so many years.
send things. Here’s a new poem by
tracted to these traps because they
love the sweet, sour and yeasty smell
Ginny Spoon. Look for it in the new
You will notice that the position is
of the beer. When the snails crawl into
Winterberry Catalog.
called “editor”, not “author”, so I
the trap, they either drown or the alcohol poisons them.

will ask you to contribute to this,
your newsletter. Send articles, pictures, poems, notices, any informa- I am a tiny seed
Making your trap
tion that needs to be shared with
In a pod with room for another
Region
4.
I
am
counting
on
you!
Share with me this big space
1.Take 1 empty plastic drink bottle. Cut
a flap on either side about 5-8cm (2-3″)
And we will grow together
up from the base of the bottle.
Members of Region 4 have been
celebrated and helpful in many
In a field of tiny seedlings
2.Pull the flaps out and down, so that
ways during the past year.
Like stars against the sky
they resemble what Jackie describes as
Note
that
in
the
last
AIS
Photo
ConHear now
“little drawbridges”.
test ENCIS member,
This is the second before the chime
3.Fill the base of the bottle with beer Susan Bailey of Raleigh, NC,
was the winner of the Art Effects
The flash before the crash
4.Bury the base of the bottle near
category with her ‘Watercolor Iris’. The light breeze before the summer
plants you want to protect, and make
You can find her lovely photo on
storm
sure the flaps are out flat so that the
page 13 in the Winter 2017 edition The last star before the dawn
snails can easily crawl in.
of IRISES.
Come quickly
(Tip: don’t cut the top off the bottle. It
helps prevent rain or irrigation water
from getting into the trap.)

To see video copy link above and
put it in your browser window

In October 2017 at the regional iris
show held at the fall meeting in
Raleigh, NC Colin Campbell of the
Shenandoah & Potomac Iris Society
won Best Specimen of the Show
with ‘Harvest of Memories’ by Lloyd
Zurbrigg. Colin swept the Queen’s
table with blue ribbons in each section.
From the AIS “News and Notes” of
October 29, 2017 comes the mystery solved by Mike Lockatell of Central Virginia Iris Society. Presby Iris

Grow next to me
Make irises
Make rainbows
Become a star
Ginny Spoon 2018
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2017 Epperson Awards – Don and Ginny Spoon
Award-winning hybridizers Don and Ginny Spoon have been active
members of the American Iris Society, Region 4, Chesapeake & Potomac Iris Society, and now the Shenandoah and Potomac affiliate. Their
marriage is even due to irises as they first met at an iris society meeting.
Ginny’s first iris introduction, “Autumn Ivory”, was born on their first
date when Don taught her how to hybridize.
Don and Ginny have hosted many Spring and Fall Region 4 meetings
over the years. And in 2003, while Ginny was the Region 4 RVP, they
were a major part of the team who put on the AIS National Convention
in Region 4. Three of the national tour gardens for that convention
were planted and maintained by Don and Ginny including public gardens at Lord Fairfax Community College, the Virginia State Arboretum
at Blandy Farm, and their own private Winterberry Gardens.
Winterberry has been the site of many judges training classes and youth hybridizing events over the years demonstrating
Don’s and Ginny’s commitment to mentoring budding hybridizers and garden judges. They continue to graciously share their
time and knowledge with members of S&P, Region 4, and the local
community. Their hard work in making Winterberry a show place with thousands of varieties of iris was rewarded in 2013
when Country Gardens magazine highlighted them in a large color article which led to additional publication in the Washington Post and the Wall Street Journal.
Don and Ginny have been dedicated to the goals of creating dependable reblooming cultivars in every color and color combination found in spring-only bloomers. They have worked to convert all colors to modern form, while pursuing new colors
such as spectrum red, royal blue, greens, intense fuchsia pink, and deep satiny pitch black.
While they are extremely loyal to AIS, their local club and Region 4, they are longtime active members of 6 iris sectional
groups as well. They have both served multiple terms locally as President and Vice President and have been AIS judges and
judges trainers since 2000.
Ginny also served as RVP for Region 4 in the early 2000s, and is a frequent presenter and trainer for various clubs within the
region. She enthusiastically promotes iris to local garden clubs and is a highly requested presenter nationally within the sectional groups. Ginny’s hybridizing has produced a number of Region 4 Nearpass Award Winners as well as “Sari’s Dance”
which won the coveted AIS Williamson White Medal in 2016. When she’s not hybridizing or beautifying Winterberry, Ginny
is a substitute teacher in Frederick County, Virginia, and active in the lives of her grandchildren.
Don also brought home the Williamson White Medal – for his introduction “Maslon”. His “Trimmed Velvet” won the
Caparne-Welch Medal, and he is the winner of Wister Medals for both “Daughter of Stars” and “Uncle Charlie”. His “My
Ginny” won the Alice Bouldin Award for best seedling blooming at the 1999 Region 4 Meeting and the President’s Cup in
2003. It is used extensively as a parent by many hybridizers and is named after Ginny, the love of his life.
Don’s involvement with iris began when he was a child and his mother belonged to the iris society. He began hybridizing at
the age of 16. Our beloved member, Charlie Nearpass, was his mentor so his times of winning Region 4’s Nearpass award
have been doubly sweet. Don is currently writing a major work on the genus iris, and is involved in research to develop edible
iris rhizomes capable of feeding drought-prone countries. Don is a retired microbiology professor from Georgetown University where he grew and hybridized irises.
Don and Ginny are both accomplished botanical artists, contributing authors to the AIS IRISES Bulletin, and spent a year
working together in Biosphere 2 where, in addition to other duties, they grew – what else – irises.
It is impossible to think of Region 4, C&P, or S&P iris societies without conjuring images of Don and Ginny enthusiastically
learning, mentoring, and sharing their love of iris with others. We are blessed to count them friends. We are honored to present them both with the 2017 Epperson Awards!
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Gardens of the Eastern North Carolina Iris Society
The Grigg Garden
With a drive from Charlotte I arrived in Raleigh at the
Grigg’s home and garden. On either side of the driveway
were the bearded gardens. Like in Charlotte many of the
irises were past peak but there were plenty of blooms to
sooth the eyes. ‘Beauty Within’ (2012, Ghio), and ‘Double
Ringer’ (2007, Ernst) really caught my eye, especially since
I could not remember seeing ‘Double Ringer’ before.
Crème Caramel’ (2003,
Schafer/Sacks)

‘Beauty Within’ (2012, Ghio)

‘Polar Shift’ (2016, Mego)

‘Florentine Silk’ (2005, Keppel), ‘Polar Shift’ (2016,
Mego) were great contrast to ‘Tickle Me Pink’ (2011, Van
Liere). In a cage were rose plants soon to be covered in
blooms. (I am sure to keep the deer from them, not to keep
them from running away.) Along the front walk were
beardless irises, including Dutch iris.

Double Ringer’ (2007, Ernst)

In the back yard the daylilies were bushing out waiting to
bloom but no bloom stalks were seen yet. There was a
bench to sit in the shade and enjoy the blooms as they occurred. The Siberian ‘Crème Caramel’ (2003, Schafer/
Sacks) and Iris virginica were blooming in a beardless bed
in the backyard behind the daylilies. In a few days others
would bloom. If that was not enough blooms, there were
the peonies blooming as well. Thankfully, Glenn and
Susan hosted me in my travels and Glenn gave me directions to make it to the other gardens to see in the Eastern
North Carolina Iris Society.

Grigg’s Garden Bed
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Gardens of the Eastern North Carolina Iris Society
Kim Pendergrass
A new member of ENCIS invited me to see her garden (Big
Work In Progress) after I finished judging the ENCIS
spring iris show. Although most of her gardens were works
in progress with her children, husband, home, and all her
various projects, Kim managed to get several iris beds
Started. The front bed was mostly completed.

Bird bath/feeder in with cannas
bird feeders in the middle of the cannas. A vegetable garden was full and around it Kim had suet feeders not filled
with suet bricks but with cut yarn for the birds to use as
nesting material.

Pendergrass Front Garden

In a small forested area which she was cleaning out were
Trillium, ginger, and at the edge were bee hives. Well
that’s as far as I was going. With climbing roses, red hot

◄Suet Feeder used for
yarn block for bird’s nests

Pendergrass Garden Art

The front garden along the entry sidewalk was wonderful
and her solution to fight weeds was an ingenious planting
of primrose which seemed not to affect the irises at all. A
yellow rose, red violet clematis and a very happy unnamed
iris seemed perfectly happy to share their space. The area
was watched over with a bike riding metal giraffe.
The rest of Kim’s beds were planned out and some were
even partially planted but each one had something special
in it. There were metal bumblebees, a chicken, sundials or

Pendergrass Side Garden

pokers (kniphofia) hostas and snap dragons, among all the
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Gardens of the Eastern North Carolina Iris Society
Garden of Dean and Diane Richards
When you do a garden visit you do not expect to arrive in
the middle of a honey bee swarm. You also surely do not
expect to be at the spawning of a gigantic koi. Well that is
exactly what I drove up to as I arrived at the Richards’

Koi Swarm and move

Handling the SWARM
garden. I know very little about koi and even less about
bees, so I jumped at the chance to see Dean handle a swarm
of bees. Apparently, bees hate the color black, so Diane
made sure that my hands were covered since my camera
was black. The rest of me was covered as well. With a
bump of a new hive on the swarm tree, the majority of bees
dropped into the box which was taken to its new location.
A trip back to the swarm tree and a few bumps and most of
the rest of the bees dropped into a bucket and were taken to
the new hive location and Dean was done. Sooo Coool.
Now it was the koi ponds and Dean and Diane worked hard
to move koi that required nets as in two mungo nets to take
Koi across to a new pond and out of the pond with the eggs.
Yep, these were not the small koi you see in a backyard
pond. Nope, these ladies were ginormous. It’s is not a dry

And Bubba
operation for anyone involved, which is why I stayed back
and just watched. The bigguns were caught, escaped and
caught again. Then there was the tail splashing until all
the girls were moved to their new home and it was time to
go to the iris beds.
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Gardens of the Eastern North Carolina Iris Society
Neat lines of clumps from one year and three years were
past peak but there were plenty of blooms to put on a
show. “Rodeo Girl” (Schreiner 2005), “Slovak
Prince” (Mego 2003), and “Tiger Honey” (Kasperek 1994)

better days. So many photography opportunities and my
photography class was requiring photos of anything rusting. On the way back to the car, we stopped at the beardless garden, site of a future rain garden, and outlined the
edges for the proposed garden ”just for Dean.” Before
we could get settled a second swam occurred. How lucky
can one person be in a single garden visit.

“Rodeo Girl” (Schreiner 2005), “Slovak Prince” (Mego 2003), “Tiger Honey (Kasperek 1994)

were all showing their stuff. Seeing more had to wait as it
was time to feed the koi kids. Silly me I thought little baby
koi of 3-5”, ah nope. We’re talking 20-30” monsters with a
white one that I am sure weighted close to 20 pounds.
After the “Kids” were fed it was back to the irises where
“Coal Seams” (Schreiner 2013), “In Living Color” (Black
2004), “Grape Snakez” (Kasperek 1999) all fought for attention when we returned to the garden. The irises “Kind
Hearted” (Johnson 2002) and “Century Bound” (Schreiner
2015) were difficult to beat for being showy.
Now it was off to see
◄“Kind Hearted” (Johnson
2002)
“In Living Color” (Black
2004)

▼

Garden Art

the garden art collection. We are not talking about cement toad stools or metal butterflies or hummingbirds,
not to be confused with Diana’s wind chimes. Nope, these
were full sized farm equipment that had long ago seem

Continued on Page 12
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When I garden, I am never alone.
There is the song of the birds,
The rustle of leaves,
Chipmunks singing for a mate,
And the soothing sound of the
wind.
Ginny Spoon

THE GARDEN

“A Wren Can Sing “Nature’s Voice” 2001Joan Wyrick Ellison

The garden grew
in regimented formation
waiting a summer breeze
to review its ranks.
Uniforms green
arrayed each row
standing at attention
while some proud
plants
strutted medals of
red and yellow.

Quinn Garden Photo by Ray Quinn
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Gardens of the Eastern North Carolina Iris Society
The Myers Garden
There are very few things as beautiful as a perfect rose
bloom or bud. With Japanese beetles and stink bugs I seldom see a full bloom which is why a stroll through the garden of Don and Mary Myers’ garden was a treat. The sight

were plants like the walking stick, Rhododendron, and various evergreens, but even here with a forward and backward
bench the roses were still the main event. I could imagine
myself sitting there early in the morning with a cup of tea
inhaling the rich aroma of the roses.
Some of the standouts that had names were “About
Face” (Curruth 2005), the bright “Double Take” (Berardella
2008), the wonderful buds on “Julia Childs” (Carruth, 2004)
kept me locked on it for pictures for quite a bit. Then there
was “Family Holiday” (Sprout 2014) a near white yellow that
stood out wonderfully against the double contrast of the
deep red and bright white of “King Of The Road” (Wells
2010). As lovely as these all were l drooled over the near
black “Midnight Blue” (Carruth 2005). If I knew how to care
for roses this would be the one I would want. Putting my
tongue back in my mouth, as much as I did not want to
leave, it was time to hit the road again and head for the next
garden.

of so much exquisite beauty nearly made me change my
mind but the thought of visiting rose gardens such as this
stopped all traitorous thought of planting roses of my own.
From a dainty pink with a yellow glow or an unnamed blue
violet rose next to a clematis of the same color, getting to
their front door was difficult.
From a two story deck,
looking down on the back
yard all you saw was green
with spots of color everywhere. As I descended
into the garden I learned
quickly that I could not
make my mad dash
through the garden to take
pictures. This garden required that I move very slowly so that I did not miss a thing or
a bloom. The first iris I saw was at the base of the steps, an
unnamed Siberian next to a deep pink rose both growing and
blooming beneath a white and rose dogwood tree. Small
paths were interlaced with small widening area where statuary and other garden art that was often hidden, or blatantly
obvious, like the Japanese
sculpture.
Many of the roses were not labeled but it did not matter for I
loved the wide variety of color, shapes and the differences in
the buds, even on the same bush. Within the center section

About Face” (Curruth 2005),

Double Take” (Berardella 2008),

“Julia Childs” (Carruth, 2004)

“Family Holiday” (Sprout 2014)

“King Of The Road” (Wells 2010)

“Midnight Blue” (Carruth 2005)

Continued on Page 16
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Affiliate Reports
Central Virginia Iris Society
Affiliate of the American Iris Society
The present membership of CVIS is 48 people and 15 are
also members of the American Iris Society.
Our Spring show was again successful and we had about 86
stems shown; most of them were bearded iris. The show
was held at Strange's Garden Center in Richmond and
again was well attended by the public.
Our annual rhizome sale was at the usual place, Lewis
Ginter Botanical Garden. It provided us money for our
treasury. This year the sale was not as large as in the past
years; fewer people attended the sale. The sale was
held in September.
The annual picnic was held in early October on the campus
of J. Sergeant Reynolds College in Goochland. This has
become our favorite spot for the picnic, beautiful scenery
and a chance to see some fall reblooming iris. This
year there were quite a few in bloom.
Recently, we have added a few new members. Now our
goal will be to get them to attend meetings and become active members.
On October 21, we held a fall iris show for rebloomers. We
were pleasantly surprised to have such a nice show; there
were 40 some bloom stems and probably 8 or 10 people
exhibited. It easily qualified as a sanctioned show.
This show was held again at Strange's Nursery.

Charlotte Iris Society Report
The organizational year for the Charlotte Iris Society will
conclude with the Harvest Luncheon, November 11, 2017.
Following a delightful Thanksgiving meal, there will be a
time to express gratitude and thanks for our achievements
of the year with a brief recap of our
activities. A calendar for Iris Care specifically for the
Charlotte Area was developed.
While EARLY bloom interfered with plans for an approved affiliate show, we did present a lovely display at
our usual venue. The Annual Rhizome Sale held in mid
July raised over $1000 for affiliate and community projects. A number of reblooming irises not sold at the sale
plus more than 50 rebloomers from a member were presented to Rosedale Plantation for development of a area
for rebloomers. In addition a collection of ‘Petite Monet,’
hybridized by Katharine Steele, as well as a collection of
‘Immortality’ were presented to the Duke Mansion for
planting in the Children's Garden. Our popular annual Picnic, including a stroll through a lovely cottage garden with
lots of conversation about irises, along with Price's
Chicken, was attended by almost 40 members and guests.

Our September meeting was designated as a Beardless Iris
Sale to encourage greater use of the diversity of irises in
Charlotte gardens. The sale raised just over $500, and enabled CIS to present a collection of Japanese irises to the
Catoe Campus of Central Piedmont Community College
Our Harvest Dinner is planned for November. This is popu- for the Bog Garden and a planting along the edge of a relar with our club and is always well attended. We are look- tention pond. Perhaps the most exciting achievement over
ing forward to this year.
the past several years, however, is attracting a number of
new members who are now actively involved in our proRespectfully
gram of work and accepting leadership rolls for 2018.
James O. Diggs, Jr
President

American Iris Society Region 4—The Newscast
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Affiliate Reports
Fredericksburg Area Iris Society, Fall 2017 Report
FAIS has had another great year. Since the Spring
Meeting report there have been a lot of things that
have made for a fun and interesting/exciting year.

FSK Fall Report - October, 2017
This spring we celebrated 50 years of FSK with tours
of members’ gardens and a catered dinner at Carol
Warner's home and garden. Tables were decorated
with iris and peonies from Carol's garden, there was
a 3-sided standing floor poster featuring pictures and
people from our Club's 50 year history, and a large
cake with the FSK logo. Several members attended
whom we haven't seen in quite a while. One of those
members, Markwood Harp, gave a brief talk about
what FSK meant to his parents who formed the club.

In June we had an AIS digital program, “Fan, Fancier,
or Fanatic: What Kind of Iris Lover are You?” In July
we had our Annual Iris Sale at Roxbury, another great
sale year netting over $2,900.00 and 14 new AIS
members, one of which was a Youth Member. In
August we did an Iris Basics presentation to help
introduce our new members to the glorious world of
Iris. September brought us to the home/farm of
Curtis and Barbara Backus for our annual picnic and
plant exchange. What a fun day that was; we even had Our beardless show, held on June 17th at The Shops
visiting chickens and peacocks. A young peacock
of Kenilworth in Towson was very successful. Carol
decided to take up residence on my chair.
Warner won the silver medal for the most blue ribbons and Queen of Show for the Japanese iris, 'Flying
October has brought us to Durham, NC for the Fall
Tiger'. Carol Gitter and Joan Miller tied for the
Meeting hosted by the Eastern North Carolina Iris
bronze medal.
Society.
Our two rhizome sales were held on July 8th at
The End
Richardson's Farm in White Marsh and July 15th at
the Dutch Plant Farm in Frederick. We had quite a
Doug Chyz
few irises to sell, even though our gardens will be on
the National Siberian tour next year, and we sold
them all.
Despite the cold and rainy weather, our picnic on July
29th at Eden Mill Park in Pylesville had good
participation. At our board meeting on that day we
discussed and finalized many of our plans for the
National Silver Siberian Convention to be held on the
weekend of May 25th-26th, 2018. We will have 4
tour gardens and also tour Ladew Topiary Gardens.
Anita Moran distributed guest Tall Bearded and Standard Dwarf Bearded Irises to interested members to
grow in their gardens for two years and then return to
our rhizome sales.
Our fall meeting was held on October 14th at the
New Freedom Restaurant. We had a plant exchange
and a slide presentation and talk on Miniature Tall
Bearded irises by Anita Moran.
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Affiliate Reports
SPIS October 2017 President's Report

On August 5th at the Bowman Library: in Winchester we had a presentation on MTBs with one hour JT
and general meeting with election of officers for Fall of 2017 - Fall 2019
President: Ginny Spoon
VP: Sheryl Campbell
Treasurer: Ray Jones (returning)
Secretary: Victoria Mercer
Membership: Ginny Spoon and Rob Campbell
Members-at-Large: Becky Kane (returning), Rob Campbell (returning), Colin Campbell (new)
We held our club plant sale at the Blandy Farm Arbor Fest on October 14 & 15. There were many
other plant vendors there, and the iris planting was in full rebloom with almost a third of the bed
in bloom. The sale was a huge success with cool, sunny weather both days, and we sold out of
many irises on the first day. Colin and Ginny dug more irises on Saturday evening and brought
them to sell on Sunday, and they quickly sold out. We made over $1100 at the sale and gained
eight new members to our club.
Our club will be hosting the Region 4 Fall Meeting in 2018 (Saturday, Oct. 27, 2018) as a one
day event. We will include rebloom garden tours at Iris Hills Farm and Blandy Farm. We will
do in-garden training at Blandy, but have an indoor backup room if it is too cold or rainy.
Starting in 2018, we will begin having one or two gatherings a year in the home gardens of our
various members so that we can get to know each other better and see each other's gardening
achievements. Our schedule for next year is:
Saturday, March 3 at 2 p.m.
Saturday, April 21 at 4 p.m.
Sunday, May 20
Friday/Saturday May 25/26
Saturday, July 7 at 11 a.m.
Saturday, September 15, 10-2
Sat/Sunday, October 13, 14th 10-4
Saturday, October 27

Respectfully submitted,
Ginny Spoon

Spring board meeting at Winterberry Gardens
Garden tour and potluck at Gwen Monroe's
Spring iris show at Blandy
Region 4 Spring Meeting in Baltimore
Edible Flower Presentation and luncheon at Iris Hills Farm
Iris garden cleanup at Blandy followed by potluck and fall
board meeting
Arborfest and SPIS iris sale at Blandy
Fall Regional meeting, Winchester (Hilton Garden Inn)
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Gardens of the Eastern North Carolina Iris Society
The Quinn Garden

stage. White climbing roses flowed over the garden
wall to the rear on either side of the sitting area.
Unfortunately most of the irises were bloomed out.
There were many other plants to see. The Baptisia
“Dutch Chocolate” looked like lupine flowers except
it was a bush. Ray generously gave me a piece and at
the time of this writing it was still well. There were
three irises blooming besides “Thornbird” in the front
a silver blue, a white and an orange. A side shade
area was edged with a century plant hiding a small
Unknown Orange Iris in Quinn
garden ▼

Quinn home on the hill ▲
Baptisia Dutch Chocolate

“Thornbird” (1989, Byers)

▼

Quinn side garden

Over the countryside and through the woods with address in hand I still missed the home of the Quinns,
twice. Coming back from the second miss, I saw just
a peek of an iris behind the front block wall. As I
drove into the drive there was a line of irises and although they were not marked there was no denying
“Thornbird” (1989, Byers), which seems to grow
beautifully in whatever garden it is in. The majestic
home of the Quinn from the rear looks like a castle on
the hill surrounded by many wonderful plants. The
warm golden stone of the house made the variety of
blooming plants standout. Ray and Wanda Quinn are
solely responsible for the gardens and it was a joy to
walk and ride in them. A walkway from the front to
the rear of the house was lined with various perennials. Between the walkway and the driveway was a
short wall with several wire baskets filled with succulents and miniature evergreens. At the end of the path
was a beautiful sitting area that over looked the pond
at the lower part of the property waiting for the next

rabbit. A tree lined drive allowed you into the back
area that looks like it will be a park soon. The grass
◄ View from Back Pouch of
Quinn Home

area was abundant
Pictures by Ray Quinn and
Anita Moran
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Gardens of the Eastern North Carolina Iris Society
Plant Delights Tony Avent
Having an iris show at Plant Delights is torture for
those showing, those running the show, and those

ficult since the desert area right there took my mind
from the audio book. as I looked to see what might do
well in Maryland was calling me from across the
parking lot, so I decided to take my coffee and have a

judging. With all that plant loveliness how are you
supposed to concentrate on your job? Not possible!
Straying mindlessness started as soon as I arrived,
even before parking. At the end of the parking lot was
a rock garden created with recycled cement from broken walkways or driveways — a perfect idea for
someone who is demolishing both walkways and
driveway (ME, hee hee). Of course, just for learning
purposes you understand, I had to stop and take several pictures.
Finally parked, I waited while the irises were prepped
for the show, drinking my coffee, eating my wonderful
breakfast burrito (which ended up being three meals)
and listening to Jean Auel’s Mammoth Hunters. Trying to keep my mind off the iris show was not too difnice little stroll, but barely got half way around be-
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Gardens of the Eastern North Carolina Iris Society
Plant Delights Tony Avent (Cont.)
The last time I was at Plant
Delights I did not have
enough time for a visit to the
shade area. With the iris
show judged and pictures
taken off I went. Right off
the driveway into the nursery was a shadowed path
next to an enormous white rhododendron with deep
purple spots. Like in Charlotte a severe late hard frost
did a lot of damage to the leaves but the flowers made
up for any lack. The path opens into a shaded adventure with hostas from tiny to huge, trillium, a few

small palms, ferns and one of my new favorite plants
“Jack- in-the-pulpit (Arisaema).
Walking along the path, I found a grotto with a small
waterfall and decided it was time to test my photography lessons to show moving water. Thirty photos later
I had several very nice shots. At the end of the path I
happened upon a gazebo and a small garden pond.
The pictures in Plant Delights catalog of the various
Arisaemas called to me and I exited the shade garden
area where a very helpful staff member pointed me not
only in the right direction, but whet with me to choose
a couple that should do well in Maryland.
“Dominatrix Jack-in-the-Pulpit” was the first one I
chose for the bright white of the flower and like
“Oreo” (Keppel 2004) it had a black hood and top.
“Whipcord Jack-in-the-Pulpit” was the second choice

because of the long whip that seemed as long as the
flower itself. “Japanese Cobra Lily” had a thick
rolled black interior. There were others I wanted, but

Dominatrix Jack-in-the-Pulpit
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Youth Report
2017 Fall Regional
Region 4 has 5 active youth members at this time.
Two are in FAIS, one is in FSK, and two are in
SPIS.
FAIS:
FAIS:
FSK:
SPIS:
SPIS:

Max Redman
Darby Redman
Kalista Watson
Sarah Mercer
Emma Schneider

I stay in touch with each of the youth members, give
them personal invitations to Regional meetings, and
share irises with them. Experience has shown that the
best way to find new and active youth members is
through personal invitation. And the best way to keep
them is through mentoring and getting them involved
with the adult members of the club.

Respectfully submitted.
Colin Campbell
Youth Chair, Region 4
October, 2017
Judges Training Report
Recommendations from Region 4 have been reported
and discussed with the AIS Judges Training Chair.
For 2018 we will continue with 3 Emeritus Judges, 9
Master Judges, 8 Garden/Exhibition Judges., 7 Retired
Judges and 1 Apprentice. One G/E Judge will have advanced to Master Judge Status.
A positive note is that we have 3 confirmed applicants
for training, beginning as a student. It is
important that you complete an application so that we
know your intentions, making it easier
to provide support.

Each affiliate should secure at least one member
who is a G/E Judge. Unfortunately that is not true today. I would urge each affiliate president to appoint a
Chair for JT who will encourage and support the trainOne way to encourage your youth members is to invite ing of a new judge. If there is not a judge within the
them to share what they are learning about irises with membership, there is the possibility of support and adthe rest of your club. You can also ask them to clerk at vice from a judge in a nearby affiliate.
your spring iris show where they will learn a lot from
the judges. Invite your club youth members to various Remember G/E, Master, and Emeritus Judges vote the
gardens and spend time teaching them about raising
Ballot and the results of the ballot based on garden peririses, hybridizing, and preparing stalks for shows.
Alice Bouldin Award Winner “My Missus Carter”
If your youth members don't have much space for
◄ “My Missus Carter” by
planting out seeds they hybridize, offer to let them
Colin Campbell
plant some seedlings in the gardens of your adult
members. These are just a few ideas for how to get
your youth members more involved.

Nearpass Award Winner BB “Be Perfect” Ginny Spoon

Missus Carter and Colin
Campbell at Fall Regional▼
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Newscast Report Fall 2017
I want to thank everyone who helped with encouragement and editing of the Newscast since I took over
as Editor in 2014.
Friday I turned over the operation of the Newscast to
Susan Grigg. No I am not making her sink or swim
as I will be a phone call away. She will however need
you more than ever for there are lots of articles
that could be written every year.
I will continue to write for the Newscast but I need to
concentrate on my gardens and irises for the next
years.
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work with a variety of programs which read the web
pages to them.
Anita Moran
2017 Fall AIS Region 4 Website Report
October 28,2017
This past weekend, Anita Moran came and
downloaded the website to my computer and spent
three
hours explaining the website to me. This experience I
can only equate to having a root canal without
Novocain. If I ever learn everything about the Region
4 website and how to manage it, then I will try for
a degree as a rocket scientist.

Anita Moran
Website Report Fall 2017
Last week I turned over the 83 page 340,000 bytes of
information Or 0.34 GB, 1800+ pictures and
documents to Ginny Spoon.
The webpage is still the number one way Region 4
reaches the world and because it will take time for
anyone to completely take over this website I will retain access to the site to help Ginny with any
problems that arise.
I have given Ginny the Microsoft Expression Web
program that will allow her to maintain the CSS script
that will allow the deaf to see our website as CSS

Seriously, we did get a lot accomplished and set up
the format for the next several years of the Newscast
and downloaded the information for the Spring Regional meeting and Beardless Convention for May
2018. Please remember to send any photos and up2017 Fall AIS Region 4 Membership Report
October 28,2017
This year, we have added quite a few new members to
our Region 4. This usually happens in conjunction with
either an iris show or iris sale, so keep those sales and
shows going and don't forget to hand out membership
information at those shows and sales. Region 4 is still
ranked number 2 with 368 total members, behind Region
14 with 605 total members (259 of those are youth with
no bulletin).
SPIS just added eight new members a few weeks ago at
their sale so their new club is growing. FAIS has the most
total memberships with 103. I send out an additions and
corrections report along with a current database at the
end of every month to the membership chairs and/or
presidents of each club electronically so please keep me
informed if your president or membership chair has
changed.
Respectfully submitted,
Ginny Spoon, membership co-chair

2016 AIS Photo Contest Adult Winner :Effects : Watercolor Iris, 2016
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New Members Special

25% off Newsstand Price of four issues of the Quarterly AIS Bulletin
$25 worth of free irises with voucher from your choice of our best nurseries

Free Beginners guide; 'Basic Iris Culture

FREE 'News & Notes' monthly e-newsletter, for breaking Iris news, Rare Iris seed and plant exchanges and
AIS activities.

Free Regional newsletter, giving information about Irises and Iris events in your area.
New Member's Special is a $72 value for only $30.
Your membership works to preserve biodiversity, build better gardens and plants and
celebrates the beauty of the Genus Iris.

GO TO

http://irises.org/newmembers/

Or mail this flyer to AIS Membership, P.O. Box 177, Deleon Springs, Florida 32130-0177 with:
Name ______________________ Address _____________________________ City______________
State _____ Zip ________
Phone _____________ E-mail _________________________________

Include check or credit card information with your membership request.

American Iris Society Region 4—The Newscast
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The Regional that Almost Wasn’t
By Sheryl Campbell

Did you ever have one of those days where nothing seems to go right? Ginny Spoon and I had one of those
days…well, years – or rather, one of those double years. Back a few years ago Shenandoah and Potomac Iris
Society decided to host the 2017 Spring Regional Meeting for Region 4. How hard could it be? Ginny had
hosted a number of other regional meetings and was a significant player in putting on the AIS National Convention about 15 years ago. I had years of corporate experience including hosting large training events and
setting up large project offices. We could do this in our sleep, with one hand tied behind our back, without
even breaking a sweat.
So we set to work. There is only one affordable hotel in Winchester, Virginia that has large enough event
rooms to host the people we thought would attend. So we promptly reserved their facility, met with the event
staff, signed the contract, and put down our deposit. The best BBQ in town is a small operation run by Mr. B
who has been catering to our area for decades. We booked him to cater our Friday night supper at the Arboretum. There is a buffet in town that opened 20 years or so ago and has been tickling the tummies of local residents ever since. They agreed to host our lunch in a private room and help us stay on a tight schedule of garden tours on Saturday. Many of our gardens were not going to be able to accommodate lots of vehicles, and
buses would never make the turn into some of the driveways. So we searched until we found a small local car
rental agency that had a couple of 15-passenger vans which we promptly reserved.
We still had two years to go until the 2017 Regional Meeting that we were hosting and everything was already
set to go. Pretty impressive, yes?!
That’s when strange things started to happen. Being good planners, we called all our vendors every 6 months
to ensure that all was still in order. The first shock we got was driving by The Butcher Block Buffet one day
and seeing a large new sign: CLOSED! But we’re eating lunch there in a year. Then Mr. B’s health caused
him to close his BBQ shack leaving all of Winchester (and us!) in despair.
Okay…it’s just the food. There are other restaurants in town. Not a problem. Ginny and I were surprised but
still standing and able to recover. We had a whole year to fix this. No sweat.
About six months later I called the hotel as I’d been doing all along. The young man at the front desk didn’t
recognize the name of the Events Manager I’d been working with. So I asked for the Assistant Manager.
Hmmm…he didn’t think that person worked there either. I asked for the Hotel Manager by name but that
brought us up empty-handed too. So I asked for the “current” manager. Whew! Finally…he was able to get
me through to someone who could straighten this out. The manager told me that everyone I’d worked with
before had either been promoted and transferred, or had left. He gave me to the new Events Manager. Now
we were getting somewhere. But the new Events Manager couldn’t find Shenandoah and Potomac Iris Society
in the computer. Couldn’t find ANY iris society, in fact. Couldn’t find me there, or Ginny there, or even a
booking for the days of our Spring Regional Meeting.
We were no longer standing. We were reeling. How could this happen? We’d put money down. We had a
signed contract. Oh yeah! We had a signed contract! We produced it. We produced our canceled check.
Hurray, we had a reservation again. We still had a hotel. Good thing since there were no backups for an event
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The Regional that Almost Wasn’t (Cont)
And we’re professionals. Nothing could get us down for long. We still had a hotel. We had new caterers.
Life was good. And the Regional Meeting date was coming up soon. All our tour gardens were looking
lovely, the registrations were starting to come in. It was all coming together.
But now I couldn’t get the car rental agency to call me back. I kept leaving messages. I sent e-mails. I
stopped by but the sign said they were out. I finally called the business next door to them who informed me
that they were in the process of closing the car agency. We had 40 people coming in a few weeks, and no way
to get them all into some of the gardens. A phone call later and a larger bill than we’d planned for, and we had
two new vans at our disposal. (I just knew the internet was good for something.)
This was good. All was well. Nothing could stop us now. And then it got hot. I mean really hot. Ninety-five
degrees and high humidity hot. And the irises bloomed, and they bloomed. Reality set in. We weren’t going
to have any flowers at any of the tour gardens. This was heart breaking for my son, Colin Campbell, whose
garden Iris Hills Farm had been a regional tour garden for the first time several years before. His last iris
bloomed the day before the regional tour that year. It looked to be a repeat.
We’re not sure if it’s right to pray for weather patterns, but we did. We begged for cold. And it came! Would
the bloom last? We had a youth member with only one iris blooming but she had so many other interesting
garden things going on that no one minded. We had another small garden that only had one flower but someone looking at it the day before slipped and sat on it. This wasn’t going quite liked we’d planned. Yet it was
with a vast sense of relief that our four major tour gardens were able to show all their late bloomers in glorious
array for the attendees.
Not sure how I feel about planning Regional Meetings in Winchester at this point. Winchester itself seems to
be against the idea. But - just to tempt fate - we’re going to host the 2018 Fall Meeting. And to tempt fate further, we’ve got all our reservations made. I wonder which companies we’ll drive out of business this time.
Hmmm…maybe Ginny and I should open a new business. Need less competitors? Call us and we’ll reserve
them for an iris regional meeting.
If your club is feeling adventurous, and you are
personally interested in hosting a Region 4 Regional Meeting, Sheryl has put together a document called Planning a Regional Meeting that will
help you with the process. E-mail her at
Campbells@IrisHillsFarm.com to request the
document.

Janet Lejuene at the Campbell garden
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STAW BALE GARDENING·
Campbell Road Nursery Inc. 2804 Campbell Rd, Raleigh, NC 27606
(919) 851-5108
Preparing Straw Bales
Days 1-3
Water bales thoroughly, keep them damp. Make sure you have bales in desired location. They get very heavy once
you start watering and are difficult to move.
Days 4-6
Sprinkle Y2 cup of ammonium nitrate (34-0--0) per bale and water until nitrate dissolves. You can
substitute any fertilizer with a high percentage of nitrogen. Example 25-5-10, nitrogen is always
first number. You could also use blood meal but I would double the amount per bale.
Days 7~9
Cut back to 1/2 cup and water thoroughly.
Day 10
Just water bare, don't add any more nitrate
Planting Straw Bales
Day 11
Bales should be ready for planting. Make hole in bale and insert plant. Pack hole with straw that was
removed from bale. If there is not enough straw to fin hole you can add a small amount of potting mix. You do not
want to leave any air pockets around roots.
Tomato plants -I put 2 per bale especially if you have large bales like the ones we sell at Campbell Road Nursery. If
you have small bales like sold at the big box stores I would only put 1 plant.
Fertilization-It is better to use a water soluble fertilizer like miracle grow's tomato fertilizer or
seaweed concentrate, compost tea etc ...
I prefer placing bales with strings on ground. It will work either way, be careful not to cut string
that binds straw.

https://www.diynatural.com/straw-bale-gardening/
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Beardless and Species Report
October 28, 2017
Carol Warner
We had a fairly rainy and cool summer in many
parts of Region 4 this year which has been favorable
to good growth for beardless irises. This has been
very beneficial for the Francis Scott Key Iris Society
tour gardens as they prepare to host the Siberian/
Species Convention and the Spring Region 4 meeting next May. (See information page 30 and registration form on page 32)
FSK Iris Society is the only Region 4 society which
holds a Beardless Iris Show. It is sometimes a challenge to get enough exhibitors but so far we have
always exceeded the number required. This is a
beautiful show and is always enjoyed by the public.
Charlotte Iris Society held a sale featuring beardless
irises this year to try to get their members and customers to branch out and grow more types of irises.
Next September FSK will also hold a special sale of
the guest irises from this convention. This will be an
excellent opportunity for members to get the newest introductions for their gardens at bargain prices.
Hopefully, we will also have some plants for the fall
Region 4 auction.
2018 will be a banner year for beardless irises as the
National AIS Convention in New Orleans and will
feature only Louisiana irises.
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Historian Region 4 Fall Meeting, Durham, NC
October 28, 2017
Submitted by Lois Rose
Yes, I actually am submitting an historian's report
this year. It would seem that the historian has become the repository for various artifacts, publications, show supplies, etc., being disposed of by disbanding affiliates. At the Fall Meeting in Norfolk in
2015 I was given several boxes of materials to store.
I have not yet done a complete inventory of these
materials, except for the box of show ribbons and
rosettes, 50 it is only that box I am addressing here.
The box included:
Ribbons:
133 Blue
93 Red
57 White
16 Pink
Rosettes:
3 Best Specimen of Show
6 Horticulture Sweepstakes
1 Best Seedling
20 Best Specimen of Section
21 Special Award, Horticulture
1 Artistic Sweepstakes
I would like to recommend that the Board approve
use of these materials at shows being held as part of
a Regional Meeting until such time as they are depleted. That will happen slowly, as most exhibitors
donate their ribbons and rosettes back to the show
sponsor. If a sponsoring affiliate wanted to use
these supplies, they could let me know what they
needed, I would supply what I could from the
Regional inventory, and they could order the rest
from AIS.
Respectfully submitted,
Lois Rose, Historian
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AIS Region 4 60th Anniversary

'Chimera' (Lloyd Zurbrigg, 1960)

AIS Region 4 came into being in 1959, so 2019 will mark the Region's
60th Anniversary. The 1999 Newscast featured an article done by Roy
Epperson on the history of Region 4 for it's 40th Anniversary. Additionally, there are Affiliate Histories included in that Newscast. We would
like to mimic and update that Newscast format for our Spring 2019 release to commemorate our 60th Anniversary. Susan Grigg and I are coleading an effort to gather historic information about the Region to
accomplish that and to prepare a feature to be submitted to AIS to run
in the AIS Spring 2019 Bulletin. To achieve this information, all members of AIS Region 4, past and present will be engaged in collecting and
providing information. We will be posting a copy of the 1999 Newscast
on our Region 4 Website for everyone's reference and Susan and I will
be providing further guidance and coordination of the effort via email
thru the Affiliate Presidents.

We would ask everyone to please be thinking of things that should be included in this commemorative effort
and pass those thoughts to us. As part of this effort we would like to, at a minimum, recognize members of
the Region that held offices in AIS, members that are/were hybridizers noting their introductions, members
that made major contributions to the Iris world with books and/or documentary features, past Presidents of
Region 4, and any other significant items that should be recorded as part of Region 4's history. In addition to
email collection efforts, the Spring and Fall 2018 meetings will provide Susan and me with an opportunity to
interview many of you members who have been with Region 4 and AIS for at least the past 20 years since the
40th Anniversary. Susan and I thank you all in advance for helping us in updating our history.
Susan and Doug

Sparrow (Ginny Spoon 2018)
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Minutes
Minutes of AIS Region 4 Fall Board Meeting
October 28, 2017
Raleigh, North Carolina
RVP Anita Moran called the meeting to order at 9:36 a.m.
Minutes—Diana Dudley, Secretary, read the minutes from the Region 4 Spring meeting, which were
approved as presented.
Treasurer’s Report – Carol Warner – May 2017 $17,378.79 October 2017 $16,900.22. See report
in Newscast. Less auction income and less donations from affiliates so spending more than taking
in. Discussion of e-mail availability of members which makes a difference in the number of Newscast printed. Doug suggested texts but phone numbers not identified as cell or home.
Historian report – Lois Rose – submitted see report in Newscast.
Motion: Use historical iris show supplies for regional meetings – Carol Warner – 2nd – Ginny
Spoon PASSED
Discussion – Library historical information on Wiki Bob Pries
Judges - Carrie Winter – Bonita Masteller became Garden Exhibition Judge, increased applicants
for students Carrie asked affiliates to appoint Judges Training chair. See report in Newscast.
Membership – Ginny Spoon – 368 members 2nd in AIS FAIS larges membership. Notify Ginny of
President or Membership Chair have changed. See report in Newscast.
Beardless/Species — Carol Warner - FSK only affiliate to have beardless iris show, cool and wet
weather has helped the beardless guest irises of FSK. See report in Newscast.
Youth - 5 youth members. See report in Newscast.
Website – Anita Moran Ginny Spoon - See report in Newscast. Discussion effect of outdated AIS
Website and use of Word Press to use for website to match AIS program.
Motion: Anita Moran – buy 2 TB external hard drives for Ginny Spoon and Susan Grigg for Website
and Newscast 2nd – Carol Warner PASSED
Newscast – Anita Moran - See report in Newscast.
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Minutes (Cont.)
Conventions – Doug Chyz – ENCIS Fall , FSK Spring 2018 25-26 May, SPIS Fall 2018 OCT 27,
Spring 2019 open, Fall 2019 FAIS, Spring 2020 ENCIS. Fall 2020 Open FAIS might take Spring
2019, and SPIS the Fall 2019
Iris Program Resource – Chair now Sheryl Campbell – Presented packet for iris resource speakers
Public Relation – Bob Pries – No written report – Bob Talked about getting AIS Bulletin in Botanical
Garden Shops with benefits of New Membership in AIS.
Reblooming Iris – Colin Campbell – No report
Nominating Committee – Chair Ginny Spoon, Lois Rose, Cheryl Campbell, Carol Warner, Diana
Dudley, this is a 2 year appointment with three board members and 2 general members
NEW Committee – Chair Rob Campbell (SPIS) , Anita Moran (FSK), Bonita Masteller (ENCIS), from
Board, General Members Dan Fetty (CVIS) and David Bollinger (FSK).
Epperson Award Committee – Chair Sue Shakelford – Members Affiliate Presidents Diana Dudley,
Doug Chyz, Sheryl Campbell, Christine Eareckson, Joan Miller, Carrie Winter and Region 4 Representative Anita Moran (to be Dean Richards after Fall General meeting)
Affiliate Reports:
BIS – No Report
CIS – See report in Newscast.
CVIS – See report in Newscast.
ENCIS – No written Report
ESIS – No report
FAIS – See report in Newscast.
FSK – See report in Newscast.
SPIS – See report in Newscast.
Old Business –
None
New Business –
None
Adjourned 10:45
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Iris unguicularis
Winter Blooming Algerian Iris

Iris unguicularis "Walter Butt" Paul Tyerman,

Iris unguicularis, formerly known as Iris stylosa grows in a
narrow USDA zone area of 7a to 9b. The little known, winter-blooming Algerian iris is one of our favorites for its ability to flower when few others dare. The narrow green
leaves make a dense deer-resistant clump. Flowers at a
height of 4" to 8" tall, while the leaves grow 18" to 38" tall.
Flowers are lavender, rarely pink or white, and they have a
yellowish signal. Starting in October/November (weather
permitting), the clumps begin to flower with 2" very fragrant, light lavender-purple flowers...continuing through
April (temporarily ceasing when the temperature drops below 15 degrees F). Iris unguicularis prefers a dry, poor soil
well-drained location in sunny position, eg: against a
south-facing wall.

The flowers have no stem below the ovary and are easily distinguished from other iris except its
close relative, Iris lazica. The style arms come together to form a tube which is not present on other
iris. The surface of the styles are covered with small yellow glands that are unique to these 2 species. I. unguicularis is distinguished from I. lazica by its thick, stiff, ribbed leaves.
References:
https://www.plantdelights.com/products/iris-unguicularis
http://www.signa.org/index.pl?Iris-unguicularis
Iris unguicularis "Blue Stripe" Paul Tyerman,
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2017 Fall Regional Tour Gardens

The Society for Siberian Irises,
The Species Iris Group of North America and
Region 4 Spring 2018 Meeting

Celebrating
The 25th Anniversary of
Siberian/Species Conventions
Sponsored by the Francis Scott Key Iris Society
May 25th and 26th, 2018
Convention Headquarters: Delta Hotels Baltimore Hunt Valley, 245 Shawan Road, Hunt Valley, MD, 21031
Call 410-785-7000 and request the $117.00 plus tax per night FSK IS Rates
Friday, May 25th: Show with horticulture and artistic divisions. We encourage attendees to bring specimens for the
show so that we can see a cross section of irises that are blooming in late May in different sections of the region and
the nation. Bus Tour to Carol Warner’s Draycott Gardens in Upperco, and Alan Summers Garden in Westminster, Garden Judges Training Sessions and Welcome Dinner at Friendly Farms of Upperco. A silent auction and a hybridizer’s
presentation will be held at the hotel from 7:00 to 10:00 PM.
Saturday, May 26th: Bus tour to Joan Miller’s Garden in Maryland Line Garden, Dave Piasecki and Vicki Stewart’s Garden and Ladew Topiary Gardens in northern Harford County. Lunch will be served at Ladew Gardens. The Awards Banquet and a silent auction and the live auction will be held at the hotel from 7:00 to 10:00 PM.
Note: Because the tour gardens cannot accommodate large charter buses, transportation for the garden tours on Friday and Saturday will be via School Buses! The trips to/from/between the gardens are a maximum of 35-minutes
each.
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Registration Form
Hunt Valley 2018 – “Silver Siberian Species”
Spring Meeting: May 25 and 26
Convention Headquarters: Delta Hotels Baltimore Hunt Valley, 245 Shawan Road, Hunt Valley, MD, 21031.
Reservations may be made by phone: 410-785-7000 – all rooms are $117 plus tax per night if you mention
FSK Iris Society and reserve before May 1st, 2018.
Registrant 1:
Registrant 2:
___________________________________
___________________________________
Preferred Name on Your Name Tag:
___________________________________
___________________________________
Street Address:
___________________________________
___________________________________
City, State, ZIP:
___________________________________
___________________________________
Phone Number:
___________________________________
___________________________________
E-Mail Address:
___________________________________
___________________________________
A Confirmation E-Mail Will Be Sent To You When Possible.
Full Registration:

$139 postmarked
By May 1, 2018

$175 postmarked
After May 1, 2018

Registrant 1:

$139 [ ]

$175 [ ]

Registrant 2:

$139 [ ]

$175 [ ]

$75

$100 [ ]

Youth Registration:

[]

Partial Registration:
Friday Tour Lunch & Dinner: $75 [ ]
$90 [ ]
Saturday Tour & Lunch:
$60 [ ]
$80 [ ]
Saturday Awards Banquet: $50 [ ]
$60 [ ]
How Many Plan On Attending Garden Judges Training? ____
Dietary Restraints and/or Medical Concerns: ________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
Make Checks Payable To: FSK Iris Society and Mail Form and Payment To:
David Bollinger, Registrar, 16815 Falls Road, Upperco, MD 21155-9445
Questions: Call Carol Warner, 410-374-4788 or E-Mail draycott@qis.net.
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2017 Spring Regional Tour Gardens

Silver Siberian Species Convention
Thursday, May 24, 2018
7:00- 8:30 Registration Open
7:00 – 8:30 Show Set-up and open for early entries

Friday, May 25, 2018
7:30 – 9:00 Show Entries
9:00 -10:00 Show Judging
9:00- 10:00 Region 4 Board Meeting
9:00 – 10:00 Siberian Iris Society Board Meeting
10:00 – 10:45 View the Show
11:00 Buses leave for Warner Garden
11:20 Buses Arrive at Warner Garden and lunch
12:30 – 1:30 Judges Training in the Warner Garden
2:00 Buses Leave Warner Garden
2:45 Buses Arrive at Summers Garden
4:30 Buses leave Summers Garden
5:15 – 6:30 Buffet Dinner at Friendly Farms
6:30 Buses Leave Friendly Farms
7:00 Buses Arrive at the hotel
7:00 – 7:30 Dismantle Show
7:30 – 8:25 Siberian Program
8:30 – 9:30 Species Program

Saturday, May 26, 2018
9:30 Buses leave for Miller and Stewart/Piasecki Gardens
10:15 Buses arrive at Miller or Stewart/ Piasecki Gardens (travel times vary slightly)
11:45 Buses leave the Miller or Stewart/Piasecki Gardens (travel times vary slightly)
12:15 Buses arrive at Ladew Gardens for lunch and garden viewing
2:00 Buses leave for Miller and Stewart/Piasecki Gardens (alternate of where they went in the
morning)
4:00 Buses leave the Miller and Stewart/Piasecki Gardens
4:45 Arrive back at the hotel
5:30 – 6:30 Social Time and Cash Bar
6:30 – 8:00 Dinner
8:00 Award Presentation and Live Plant Auction to benefit Society for Siberian Irises
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Susan Grigg
105 Trotters Ridge Dr
Raleigh NC 27614

