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MESSAGE

Spring is just around the corner and another iris season is fast approaching. The beautiful
little Jn.s refz.czthafcz have begun blooming in the warm protected areas. These prove to be
one of the most reliable bloomers for me and they come at just the time when I need a
breath of spring. The winter here has been very mild with almost no snow at all. I usually
have a chance to keep in shape a bit by shovelling the driveway but not this year. The
spring clean-up is about to begin and I'm afraid the muscles are going to be stiff.
1991 was a banner year for Region 4. Let's hope that 1992 will be as good or better. The
convention in Atlanta April 28 - May 2 will give some of us a chance to attend another
close-to-home meeting. Try to make plans to be there if at all possible. When you've been
to one convention, you will want to attend each succeeding conference. The committee in
Atlanta has planned for a show as part of the convention. Some of us have been asked to
judge the show and I hope those who are not judging will bring specimens to exhibit.

The Region 4 meeting planned for May 8th and 9th in High Point, North Carolina, promises
to be very exciting. Details are printed in this Newscast. You will need to make your
reservations quickly to join in the fun. The opportunity to hear Dykes Medal winner, Dave
Niswonger, coupled with the fabulous economy Dr. Roy Epperson has been able to achieve
for this gathering, should convince everyone to attend.

The local groups have all been very busy with winter meetings and making plans for many
shows, tours, sales, picnics, etc. As we make our plans to participate and also to take
responsibility for these events, I am reminded of one sentence from a note from Ginny
Burton of Region 5. She said, "I treat Region 5 like I treat my `savings account . . . If I don't
put something into it, I'm surely not going to get anything out of it." How true it is! When
we really get involved in a project we learn the most, meet the nicest people and gain much
more than we have given. Thinking back to 1976 when I joined the American Iris Society,
I told Retta and Maynard Harp that I was much too busy with little children and everything
else to take part in any iris activities. Where would be today without the AIS? 'm certainly
a much better irisarian and an entirely different person for having touched shoulders with
many of you in these activities.
It's time to begin to enjoy another great bloom season. If your favorite flower is an iris, you
will always have friends because iris lovers are the nicest people anywhere. Hope to see you
soon in your garden or mine.
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1992 SPRING REGION 4 MEETING

WEEKEND IRIS COLLEGE

at
HIGH POINT UNIVERSITY
*******

DATES:

Friday and Saturday, May 8 and 9, 1992

LOCATION:

High Point University, High Point, North Carolina

VISITING
PROFESSOR:

Dave Niswonger, Hybridizer

TUITION, FEES, ROOM, AND BOARD: $ 75.00
Includes:

All Meals: Friday dinner through sunday
breakfast. [Friday buffet, Saturday full hot
breakfast, Saturday lunch and banquet,
Sunday full hot breakfast].
I±Qo=±nging: Finch Residence Hall [two twin

beds per room, linens included, private
bath, air-conditioned, elevator].
Garden Tours: Bus transportation.

COURSES:

Exhibition Judging (one hour credit)
Awards & Balloting (two hours credit)

SPECIAL EVENT: Accredited AIS Exhibition on Friday, May 8, 1992
*******

REGISTRATION MATERIALS WILL BE MAILED T0 EACH AIS MEMBER
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1992 SPRING REGION 4 MEETING

W'EEKEND IRIS COLLEGE

at
HIGH POINT UNIVHRSITY
*******
The 1992 Spring meeting of the Region 4 membership will be new and different! We will return
to college for a WEEKEND IRIS COLLEGE headquartered at High Point University. AIl of the
meetings will be in the Mcpherson Campus Center (food service is located there) and lodging will
be in Finch Residence Hall. All of these facilities are air-conditioned and handicap accessible.
The utilization of the University facilities makes it possible for an exceptionally attractive
£Q±al registration fee of only $ 75.00 per person! This includes lodging, all meals, bus
transportation and all fees. We hope that you will consider this a 'bargain' that you can't
afford to pass up.

WEEKEND IRIS COLLEGE begins on Friday, May 8, with an accredited AIS exhibition.
This will be held in the I.obby of the Mcpherson Campus Center, an excellent location for
an exhibition. The ENC Chapter has held an earlier show here. Entries will be received
from 10:00 a.in. to noon. Full details and a show schedule will be mailed along with
registration materials. The exhibition will be open to the public from 2:00 to 6:00 p.in.
Judges' Training courses for credit will be presented on Friday afternoon. One hour of
exhibition training can be earned using the show as the classroom. There will also be a two
hour credit course on Awards and Balloting. This A&B is required for Apprentices to
advance to Accredited Garden status. It is also an excellent opportunity for students-intraining to become more familiar with the real focus of being an accredited judge.

Friday evening will be devoted to a buffet dinner and the meeting of the Region 4 Board.
Saturday is garden tour dav!! The tour will begin with the garden of Gerry Davis. This
garden is a s-mall planting of tall bearded iris. From there we go to Twin Wheels Farm, the
gardens of Alice Bouldin. Alice grows g±any different kinds of plants. There are about 200
bearded iris varieties with about one-fourth of these being medians. Many siberians are also
here. There are at least 300 clumps of hostas, uncounted hemerocallis, and lots of other
interesting plants.

3

Next is a hybridizer's garden, Celestial Gardens of J.D. Stadler. This garden features J.D.'s

introductions: BALLERINA PRINCESS, CRYSTAL FIAIR, DAVID REITII, LADY
ANN, MICHELLE STADLER, PINK CELEBRITY, SUPREME LADY, CELESTIAL
STORM. We should also see SOIAR RADIANCE, and STAR BIAZE, both slated for
1993 introduction. The shady lawn areas are beautifully landscaped with over 150 hosta
cultivars. It is the sunny back lawn area where we find the bearded iris plantings and the
well-grown siberians. After lunch, the buses will visit the garden of Polly Price. This is a
surmy, well-laid out garden planted mainly with the Th cultivars sent to the ENC Chapter
from the 1991 convention plantings. The last garden of the day will be the RIrklee Iris and
Hosta Garden of Virginia and Roy Epperson. This is a garden of bearded and beardless
iris, hosta, hemerocallis (and like Alice's) selected perennials. There are about 450 bearded
cultivars, mostly TB, about 150 siberian cultivars, and over 120 named hostas. These
Plantings are up to date as Roy has added 30-35 new TB introductions each of the last five
plus years. You will also see J.D.'s BALLERINA PRINCESS, CRYSTAL FLAIR, DAVID

KEITH, LADY ANN, MICHELLE STADLER, PINK CELEBRITY, SUPREME LADY,
SOLAR RADIANCE, and STAR BIAZE. Saturday evening will be the banquet and the
Spring auction. Hopefully, you can buy some of the varieties that you fell in love with
during the garden tours!

For those of you who want an alternate activity for Friday afternoon, remember that High
Point is the wood furniture manufacturing capital of the wLQ±±± and the world's largest retail
furniture store is located here. Also, The Furniture Discovery Center, a museum of
furniture manufacture, recently opened. Note, too, that all of the tour gardens have hosta
plantings and at Alice's, J.D.'s, and Roy's you can see established plantings of older varieties
and many of the newer ones.
This is an affordable Spring Meeting with something for everyone!

NISWONGER DISCUSSES SPURIAS
by Arme & Mike Lowe

Last November we were privileged to join the FSK Iris Society for two delightful and
informative programs conducted by Dave Niswonger. The morning session opened with a
short lecture on the general characteristics and growing requirements of Spurias, after which
Dave segued into judges training. He discussed the pros and cons, of Spurias both on the
bench and in the garden. The whole session was liberally laced with slides and by the time
the lunch bell rang, all of us were ready to run right out and order the large economy size
package of Spuria irises.
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Dave emphasized that there are several different forms among Spurias and all are equally
acceptable and worthy of being pursued by hybridizers. He commented that he felt limiting
hybridizing efforts in any one direction would be both unfair and harmful to the future
development within the Spuria classes. As with all irises, there is a trend towards bigger and
rounder form and ruffles. Efforts are underway for new color breaks, especially in the ranges
of pink. (There is no true pink Spuria at this time.) Rules for judging plant form,
proportion, bloom habits, etc are in line with those of any other type of iris. As always,
common sense should prevail when evaluating these irises in the garden.

After a delicious luncheon Dave
spoke in an informal way about
the demands and problems of
running a successful hybridizing
program. Especially enjoyable
were the humorous stories
involving
the
trials
and
tribulations of selecting a name
for the new creations. There was
plenty of time for questions and
discussions as well as ample
opportunity to talk with Dave
about all sorts of iris related
subjects.

This gathering also saw the end of
Rosalie Figge's term as FSK
Society
President.
In
her
inimitable fashion, Rosalie turned
the reins over to Mary Brown who
then provided a gently humorous
"Rosalie Roast" that ended the

meeting on a note of fun and
camaraderie. It was a very good
day and we thank the FSK folks
for making it available to all of us
in Region 4.
N ews about Iris to
E njoy each season, of
W hat is happening in
S ome of the region
C oncerning the growth
A nd care of the flower
S upreme in our minds
T he wonderful Iris.
(Betty Worrell '91) WIS
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NEWS OF THE ALLEGHANY
HIGHLANDS IRIS SOCIETY
by John Dameron
Alleghany Highlands Iris Society met in the
home of Rose and Jerry Humphreys for its
annual Christmas dinner. Officers elected for
1992 are: John Dameron, president; Margaret
Stone, vice president; Rose Humphreys,
secretary; Linda Dameron, treasurer; Libby
Cross,
historian;
and
Paul
Jones,
parliamentarian.

Our plans for 1992 include a tour of members' gardens May 23rd and a rhizome sale July
loth at Rupert Real Estate in Covington. We will also be having an exhibition at Rupert's
in May. The date will be decided after we see whether spring is going to be early or late.
Another project we are considering is planting irises at local nursing homes.
We are quite proud of our newest and youngest member. Terry Stone is in the process of
completing classes he needs to get into medical school this fall. Meanwhile he is Iris Doctor
for Grandma Margaret and has volunteered to compile a computer listing of all the iris
varieties grown by the chapter members. He is not yet a member of AIS, but with a father
and grandmother that are, he probably soon will be.

I am looking forward to attending my first conventions this year and meeting in person a
lot of the iris growers that I have been getting acquainted with by way of the Newscast and
the Bulletin. Hope to see you in Atlanta and High Point.

CHESAPEAKE & POTOMAC IRIS
SOCIETY 1992 CALENDAR
April 12th
Program: "Railroad Gardening"
C. & L. Hall's
May 7th.and 8th
Spring Regional

High Point, NC
May 17th
Annual Bearded Iris Show

National Botanic Gardens

June 20th
Annual Beardless Iris Show
National Botanic Gardens
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July 19th

Bearded Iris Sale & Auction
Falls Church Community Center

October 2nd and 3rd
Fall Regional and Reblooming Show
College Park, MD Holiday Inn

August TBA
chnual Picnic

November 8th
Program: "Topic TBA," Harold Winter, USDA retired

September 20th
Beardless Iris Sale & Auction

TREASURER'S REPORT
November 12 Balance

$ 11,285.56

R-eceipts

Interest on account (3 mo.)
Close-out National Convention
Chapter Donations:
Tidewater
Francis Scott Key
Charlotte (show info)
Capital Tours Refund
Newscast - Non Reg. 4 Membership

$

171.60

4,007.53

200.00
300.00
5.00
500.00
12.00

Total Deposits

$ 5,196.13

Complete Totals

$ 16,481.69

Ext)enditures

RVP Postage
Dunn-Rite Printing (December Newscast)
Irowes' Editing
Address Ijabels AI.S.
Total Expenses

18.61

896.40
281.95

20.73
$ 1,217.69

S H.264m

February 20 Balance

Respectfully submitted,

J. Owings Rebert, Treasurer
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Evansia Iris: Iris in the Window Sill
by Caryll Randall
On reading an ad for Evausia Iris, I came across the words houseplant and window sills.
Wondering what I was missing, I turned to my iris bible (rfoe Worzd o/Jn.I) and sure enough
there is a chapter on "Evansias."

I will not go into the info contained therein, except to say that I found out that we, like
others in this area are already growing at least one species of this group namely, Jrz.s
fecfomm and possibly J. arisf¢fcz. However, you might like to try J. coJ!rfuscz and J. /.czpoJtz.cfl

which are being grown successfully as houseplants in Massachusetts.

As houseplants, they prefer a surmy window sill, but will grow under florescent lights and
in cool greenhouses. They have gracefully arching canes with 20-30 blooms, their delicate
3" to 4" flowers have frilly details and may have a lovely fragrance.

They prefer a loose, peat-rich potting soil that has good drainage, but does not dry out
easily. Totally drying out or remaining very wet for long periods will kill the roots, with the
plant itself soon dying.
Jn.a /.cJpo#z.c& does well in mild climates outdoors and will usually survive normal winter
freeze found in the South. J. co„frcz and its hybrids will usually survive light frosts. They
can be planted outdoors after spring frost, but bring them indoors in the fall, when overnight
temperatures are predicted in the low thirties.

If you leave them in pots they should be liquid fertilized once a month during the growing
season. They bloom in late winter and early spring. Jn.a jczpo7tz.ccz starts the bloom season
and then the interspecific hybrids, followed by J. co#:fi4rcz.

It sounds like another great way to prolong the bloom season.

The above is an adaptation from: The World of Iris and Joe rye Weed's Garden.
/ram Tidewater Chapter: Blooming Iris News, VI:2:Feb 92.

TIDEWATER IRIS SOCIETY
1992 CALENDAR
April 7th
Annual Sale at the Dome
10:00 a.in. to 6:00 p.in.
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April 26th
Meeting, Program "Daylilies," Jerry Dickerson
Commonwealth College

May 8th and 9th
Spring Regional Convention
High Point, NC

May 2nd
Annual Bearded Show

June 6th
Annual Beardless Show
Lyrmhaven Mall

8:30 a.in. to 6:00 p.in.

Pembroke Mall

EXCERPTS FROM THE FRANCIS SCOTT KEY IRIS
SOCIETY NEWSLETTERS
by Mary E. Brown

"As many of you will remember, last year the Board voted to award a $300 scholarship to

an Ornamental Horticulture student at Dundalk Community College. In talking to the
Program Director, Mr. John Sanders, I learned that many of the students can afford only
one course per semester, taking six years to complete the program. The scholarship will
allow a student to take two courses cutting their time to completion in half. This year there
were five applicants selected to compete for the program. Mr. Sanders said it was a difficult
decision since all applicants were well qualified. The scholarship was awarded to Cheryl A.
Andrzejewski. She was so appreciative that she not only wrote us a beautiful thank-you
letter, but also has called to talk to me personally to express her appreciation. This year
the board has voted to increase our scholarship fund to $600 providing two scholarships for
two students." [FSK is to be congratulated for this genuinely forward looking use of chapter
money. - the Editor]
Calendar of Chapter Activities for the Remainder of 1992:

April 23 (Thursday)
Towson Garden Days
April 25 (Saturday)
Howard County Garden Days
May 23 (Saturday)
Bearded Iris Show at Cranberry Mall
June 20 (Saturday)
Japanese Iris Show at the National Botanical Gardens
[in Cooperation with C&P]
July 11 (Saturday)
Rhizome Sale at Watson's Garden Center
July 19 (Sunday)
Members' Picnic at Carol Warner's
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GEORGE WATERS: IRISARIAN, PHOTOGRAPHER,
AND RACONTEUR
by Phil Og[lvie

I recently (March 28th) I was present at one of the most enjoyable iris events that it has
been my privilege to attend. The Francis Scott Key Iris Society was kind enough to invite
me to attend their annual Spring Luncheon. This year they brought George and Olive
Waters from California as there speaker and guest of honor. George brings to our
particular field of obsession the eye of an artist, the knowledge of a trained technician, and
the wit of the storyteller.
This combination allowed him to present the assembled irisarians a brilliant program on
improving the quality of the photographs we take of our favorite flowers. The talk,
illustrated with 80, 35mm and an additional 30, 60mm slides, was a discourse on the dos and
don'ts of photography. George avoided the temptation of solely entertaining his audience
with only his triumphs of photography. Some of his most effective teaching points were
made by comparing unsuccessful with successful slides, and telling his audience what they
must do to achieve comparable results.

George's background uniquely qualifies him to lecture in this area. He was born and
educated in England were he developed his love of and skill in gardening. In England he
gardened in a number of different localities representing a broad range of horticultural
challenges. In 1965, he was able to combine his gardening expertise with a pervading
interest in history when he participated in the formation of the Garden History Society and
served on its council for two terms. Added to all this horticultural experience, he also brings
to the subject the technical knowledge gained in twenty years of employment in the
Research I.aboratories of Kodak Ltd.
In 1972, George moved to California where he so successfully met the challenge of an
environment diametrically different from his experience in England, that four years later he
helped to launch Pacific Horticulture. This publication provides for western gardeners a
forum for the discussion of the special demands and benefits of their extraordinary climate.
This journal also provides the Waters an occasion to work together to produce a product
that consistently benefits the rest of us. Some measure of George's success is the long list
of well-merited awards he has received in each of his fields of endeavor. I will mention only
two of the most recent, in 1990 George was honored by the Garden Club of America with
its prestigious Sarah Francis Chapman Medal and the same year both George and Olive
together were accorded the coveted Owen Pearce Award by the Strybring Arboretum. I can
only urge you that if you ever have an opportunity to attend a presentation by George
Waters, it would be a regrettable loss not to avail yourself of this chance at a most
pleasurable education.
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COMMUNICATIONS:
The first letter I received for Newscast, before I received the materials from the Lowes,
before I received any chapter news, before I received the lists of new members, before I
received the RVP's message, before I received the treasurer's report, was this letter from
Clarence Mahan, enclosing the poem and photograph below:
"Dear Phil,

As the new editor of Newscast, you may need some whimsy. If you do not find the enclosed
amusing, you are not obligated to use it. I was, however, obligated to send it to you as Suky
and I have been trying to encourage 'Yo' in his literary pursuits. Our efforts to train him
to fetch the newspaper having been a complete failure, we are now hopeful he can establish
himself in the field of poetry.
Sincerely,

Clarence Mahan

Poem
People think I'm very nice,
But not the mice.
People think I'm hard to please,
But not the fleas.
I'm just a little kitty cat,
Well, maybe just a little fat.
I call The Iris Pond my home,
And far from there I never roam.
I don't hoe or plant iris seed,
And I will never pull a weed.
Such chores as these are not much fun,
Not like basking in the sun.
I view my job as catching moles,
And all those lovely, tasty voles.
My name is 'Yo' and that's enough
Of all this silly rhyming stuff."

[While I do not feel qualified to render a judgement on 'Yo's' literary skills, I can see that
his motor-skills exceed those of that famous author of yesteryear 'Archie.' 'Yo' can reach
the shift key. - the Editor]
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Region 6 Iris Postmark
by Dick Ferris (Michigan)

The Tri-County Iris Society of Lansing, Michigan, is hosting the regional Spring Meeting for
Region 6 (AIS), May 29th, 30th, and 31st, 1992. To celebrate the event a design for a
special postal cancellation has been submitted to the United States Postal Service. The
Regional Meeting will be held at the Midway Motor Ijodge with I.,arry Harder of Ponca,
Nebraska, (AIS Historian) as the guest speaker and Judges Trainer.

The design of the postmark shows a map of Region 6 with arrows pointing to Lansing as the
meeting site and a tall bearded iris bloom stalk along with descriptive wording. We are
hoping to have cacheted envelopes available for the event. For details and cost send a self
addressed stamped envelope or post card to:

Dick Ferris
P.O. Box 253
Mason, MI 48854-0253.

To use your own envelopes and postage, you may send them (preferable no earlier than
May 20, 1992) to :

Postmaster
Spring Meeting Station
Lansing, MI 48924-9998.

It would be advisable to send along a self addressed, stamped, return envelope, large enough
to contain the covers, to avoid the chance of there being accidentally defaced in mailing.
I have also designed a postmark for the 7th National Japanese Iris Convention jn
Kalamazoo, Michigan, June 26th and 27th, 1992. The design will feature an outline map
of Michigan and a six petal Higo-type blossom plus the required wording. Requests should
be sent (preferably no earlier than June 15, 1992) to:

Postmaster
Convention Station
Kalamazoo, MI 49001-9998
[1 would like to make a section of short communications a regular feature, but its entirely
up to you. If you have poems, anecdotes about your garden or your pets, or helpful hints
for other gardeners send them in to share with your fellow Irisarians from Region 4. - The
Editor.]
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WETLANDS = THREATENED NATIVE IRIS HABITAT
by Phil Og[lvie

For a very long time conservationists have been alarmed at the ever increasing rate of loss
of wetlands in the United States. By the late 1980's, the concern was so great that the
United States Fish and Wildlife Service developed a report entitled WefJcz#cZs Lasses I.# f/te
UJtz.fed Sf4zfer, J780's fo J980's. This report showed that Region 4's 14,767,500 acres of
wetlands in the 1780's had been reduced to 7,306,113 acres by the 1980's. During George
Bush's 1988 campaign for president, it was studies such as this and the concerns of the
conservation community, that lead him to label himself the "Environment President." In
October 1988, Sporfg £4ficJd Magazine quoted then Vice President Bush as saying, "My
position on wetlands is straightforward: all existing wetlands, no matter how small, should
be preserved." The Environmental Protection Ageney (EPA), the Army Corps of Engineers
(COB), the Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS), the Soil Conservation Service (SCS), and other
agencies of the federal government use a guide, called the Wet/czJtczs DeJz.Jteczfz.oJt MczJtz/cz/, to

identify and to determine the boundaries of wetlands suitable for protection.
Most conservationists, both in and out of government, were unhappy with the 1987 revision
of this manual. In 1989 the Bush administration revised it again making use of much more
scientific criteria and, as a result, extending wetlands protection to most of the remnant of
semi-aquatic habitats in the United States. On August 9, 1991, the White House, Office of
the Press Secretary, released a fact sheet entitled "Protecting America's Wetlands." It stated
that, "The President believes we must look beyond regulation to encourage wetlands
protection. We must enhance public understanding of the value of wetlands as well as
support non-regulatory programs that encourage private, state and local action to conserve
wetlands." The key step in this plan was to, "Revise the interagency manual defining
wetlands to ensure that it is workable."
The same day the administration sent to the FedentzJ Regr.£fer, for publication on August 14th,
a revised Manual with a 60-day public review period. Because of intense public interest, the
public comment period was extended to 150-days, ending January 21, 1992. During the
period of review, four agencies (EPA, COE, FWS, and SCS) were instructed to form
interageney teams to test the proposed changes to assess technical validity, utility for field
use, and clarity for ageney personnel and landowners.
The conclusions of the St. Paul District interageney team were typical:
Overall the testing found that the proposed revisions: 1. Are scientifically
unsound; 2. Are unworkable in the field; 3. Will substantially reduce the extent of
areas under Section 404 jurisdiction; and 4. Will lead to greater costs, uncertainty and
delay.
State conservation agencies in Region 4 estimated that the proposed revisions would result
in removing 3,372,220 acres or over 46% of the remaining wetlands of Region 4 from
federal protection.
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Conflicting solutions to the problem of disappearing wetlands have been introduced in the
House of Representatives. "The Comprehensive Wetlands Conservation and Management
Act of 1991," H.R. 1330, introduced by Representative James A. Hays (Democrat of
I,ouisiana), includes specific delineation criteria even more restrictive than those proposed
by the Administration. "The Wetlands Reform Act of 1992," H.R. 4255, introduced by
Representative Don Edwards (Democrat of California), commissions a study on wetlands
delineation by the National Academy of Sciences, and delays implementation of the
Administration's proposed manual pending the completion of the study. So the voter can
take his choice to support a bill that will result in the loss of protection to about half the
surviving wetlands or a bill that will insure a scientific basis for wetlands delineation.
Why this political harangue in an JH.s journal? Why should you as JJ7.I fanciers care? A clue
is found in the 1991 joint publication of the World Wildlife Fund and the Environmental
Defense Fund entitled How Wet Js cz WefJcz7tczs? It lists as habitats, from throughout the
nation, excluded from federal protection under the proposed manual:
I 50 percent of the hardwood swamps surrounding rivers in the southeast (at least
8 million acres);
I virtually all the cottonwood and willow wetlands along rivers of the Rocky
Mountains and southwest;
I most of the bogs of the northeast and midwest;
I at least 38 percent of the prairie potholes of North Dakota;
I most of the high coastal marsh along the pacific coast;
I 23 percent of Everglades National Park and 41 percent of the remaining
Everglades in private ownership east of the park; and
I 80 percent of the Great Dismal Swamp in Virginia and North Carolina.
If these habitats sound familiar, they should since they are identical to the habitats of most
of our North Amel±cain "ative Iris spede,s. Iris virginica, I. versicolor, I. setosa, I. tridentata
(tripetala) ,I. prismatica,I. missouriensis (inchading longipetala) a.Il of the comple;x of species
and inter-species hybrids of the Hexogonae (Leuisianas) are restricted to these marginal
wetlands; only Jn.I crz.sfczfcz, J. vemcz, and the species and inter-species hybrids of the

Californicae (Pacific Coast Natives) occur in relatively dry habitats.

So no matter what your attitude, make your voice heard write to your congressional
representatives and to the bill's sponsor to support one bill or the other. The choice is for
once fairly clear; H.R. 1330 is supported by most developers and real estate interests, while
most of the conservation and environmental community support H.R. 4255.

W'E W'ELCOME THE FOLLOVING NEW MEMBERS
TO THE REGION 4 AFFILIATES:
AIleghany Highlands Chapter
Jerrie Atkin

Mr. Homer Baldwin
6860 Floyd Highway, North
Copper Hill, VA 24079

4949 Grape Tree Inane, SW
Roanoke, VA 24018
14

Blue Ridge Iris Society
Mr. Raymond L. Wise
1941 Breaburn Drive, 8-21
Salem, VA 24153

Mr. E. N. Camden, Ill
P.O. Box 52

Fincastle, VA 24090

Cabarrms County Chapter
Lilla Edwards Spoon
416 Beaumont Avenue
Charlotte, NC 28204

Carolina Mountains Chapter
Blue Ridge Iris Society
Mr. Denis Stoneburner
2114 Avenel Avenue
Roanoke, VA 24015

Mrs. J.L. Coggin
Route 1, Box 1580
Eagle Rock, VA 24085

Gregory & Margaret Bowles
Route 3, Box 273-A
Ferrum, VA 24088

Mrs. Keith K. Cooper
3513 South Park Circle, SW
Roanoke, VA 24081

Dr. Richard Buddington
406 Westwood Drive
Abingdol, VA 24210

Jerry & Jeame Grundies
219 Sky hake Drive
Hendersonville, NC 28739

Iinarilis Childress
6549 Masons View Ijane
Roanoke, VA 24218

Charlotte Chapter
Chesapeake & Potomac Iris Society
Stella Couch
Route 2, Box 693
Grottoes, VA 24441

Mrs. H.C. Crawford
Route 1, Box 03
New Castle, VA 24127

Mrs. Keith Cooper
3513 South Park Circle, SW
Roanoke, VA 24081

Sherri Dawkins
Route 1, Box 638-A
Crozet, VA 22932
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Chesapeake & Potomac Iris Society (Cont.)
Mr. Roy Elliott
Route 5, Box 501
Bed ford, VA 24523

Elaine Hulbert

Sue Garrett
920 Vermont Avenue

Ms. Joarme Huntington
P.O. Box 784

Bristol, VA 24201

Christianburg, VA 24073

Margaret Hartman

Sharon Venable
6407 Fairborn Terrace
New Carrollton, MD 20784

Route 3, Box 57
Floyd, VA 24291

Route 2 Box 122-C

chherst, VA 24521
Kathy Hudson
714 Texas Hollow Road
Salem, VA 24153

Hastern North Carolina Chapter
Eastern Shore Iris Society
Francis Scott Key Iris Society
Ms. Joarme Huntington
Christianburg, VA 24073

Mrs. Daisy Hylton
622 Kimball Avenue
Salem, VA 24153

Kathy Hudson
714 Texas Hollow Road

Dr. C. Jean Posner
6 Craddock Lane

Salem, VA 24153

Owings Mills, MD 21117

P.O. Box 784

Fredericksburg - Richmond Iris Society
Mr. & Mrs. William E. Gallahan
217 Garrisonville Road
Stafford, VA 22554

Ronald & Diana Kime

Mrs. Paul Kabler
631 Magnolia Road, NE
Roanoke VA 24019

Betty Fram RIdd
455 Crestland Drive, NW
Roanoke, VA 24019

Route 1, Box 192
Wytheville, VA 24382
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Tidewater Chapter
Janet H. Hong
5001 Ilobauch Drive
Virginia Beach, VA 23464

Mr. John Mays
Mr. Edward Mays, Jr.
Route 1, Box 288

chherst, VA 24521
Mr. Victor I.ayman, 11
2733 Mcvitty Road
Roanoke, VA 24018

Tamara MCBride
2509 Avenham Avenue
Roanoke, VA 24014

Debra Luckado
2605 Tillett Road, SW
Roanoke, VA 24015

Williamsburg Iris So,tiety
Melinda MCDaniel
405 Windsor Drive
Rocky Mount, VA 24151

Mr. Donald Mull
P.O. Box 248

Shawsville, VA

Mr. David Merrill

Jorge & Barbara Newton
P.0. Box 858
Meadows of Dan, VA 24120

P.O. Box 1256

Dublin, VA 24084

Lawrence & Michele Morgan
4956 Wing Commander Drive, SW
Roanoke, VA 24018

West Virginia
Mr. John H. Wright
Route 1, Box 199-E

TKjeyse;I , IN 2!f iH2i6

[Rich Randall is Membership Chairman for Region 4 and supervises an on-going
membership contest. The first prize is $100.00 worth of irises, so you may find it worth your
while to stimulate recruitment in your area. We also have some obligation, if we find
benefit in our own membership, to share the experience with our gardening friends. - The
Editor]
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NOTES FROM THE HISTORY 0F
MID-ATLANTIC GARDENING
In January 1768, Charles Carroll (1723-1783) the Barrister of Annapolis, Maryland, wrote
to his agent in Bristol, England, asking that the agent help him in securing a gardener for
his country home Mount Clare:
I am in want of a Gardener that understands a RItchen Garden well and Grafting,
Budding, Inoculating and the Management of an orchard and Fruit Trees Pretty Well.
. . If you can meet with such a one who will ship himself under Indenture to serve me
as above for four or five years, I will pay the usual Expenses of his Passage and Allow
him Reasonable Annual Wages, which I suppose Considering I Pay his Passage, will
not be above five or six pounds Sterling [$25-30] per Annum. There come in
Gardeners in every Branch from Scotland at Six pounds a year.
On January 24, 1786, the following advertisement appeared in the Mczry/cz7zd JozJr7tcz/

(Baltimore) for Peter Bellet, seedsman and florist of Philadelphia:
he has yet on hand an extensive variety of the most rare bulbous Flowers and Seeds
which have not been known before in this Country. He has also just imported from
Amsterdam [sic], the most beautiful Rununculas, a variety of 120 Sorts, in all Colours;
60 Sorts of double Anemonies; 25 Sorts of monthly Rose Trees; 11 Sorts of
Jessamines; 22 Sorts of Passertouts; 8 Sorts of Tube-Roses, 8 Sorts of Taracelles; all
sorts of Tulip seed, 16 sorts of Narcissus; 20 sorts of double jonquils, the most rare
and in all colours; Hyacinths of the very best Sorts; 46 Sorts of Flower Seeds; all sorts
of Fresh garden seeds; and Colliflower. He has also for sale very. elegant artificial
Flowers and Feathers, suitable for the I,adies. . . Please apply immediately at his
Lodgings at the Sign of the Lamb, in Charles St., French-Town, as he intends to return
to his store in Philadelphia in a few days.
In 1804, David Hepburn together with John Gardiner published America's first gardener's
calendar, r7!c £477tcnf.ccz# Gandz.#er, in Washington, District of Columbia. It is instructive to

look at its introduction since it starts out with a very modern sounding complaint:
The following pages are the result of upwards of forty years experience, viz. twenty
years in Europe, and twenty in the United States. It is presumed that the instructions
contained in this book will be found much more correct than any publication on the
subject now extant. The major part of which are European and suited to thaJL
country. Could the Authors have met with such a publication on their arrival in
America, some crops which they lost would have rewarded their labours; and they
trust that all who have been in the habit of consulting European gardening books will
find their advantage in giving this a preference.

This book does not neglect the genus Jrz.f . For the month of September, under "Knob
Rooted Flowers," it states that "Flag iris . . . may now be taken up, parted and planted" and
in October that those "that have stood some years, may be taken up, parted and planted, the
smaller partings in nursery beds, the larger where they are to stand." Hepburn, who died
in 1807, was the gardener for John Mason on Analostan Island (now Roosevelt Island).
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EDITOR

Photography

The Lowes are a tough act to follow in many ways! Certainly
they maintained Ivewscasf as a consistently high quality product,
but the magnitude of that simple statement is not easy to
understand until you are sitting in this chair. For a variety of
reasons this issue measures up neither to that standard nor to
my own expectations. I hope, that after this number, those
factors that are under my control will be remedied. That leaves
a very large area uncontrolled - submissions! My interests
probably do not coincide with the majority of the readers,
therefore the material that I write will reflect not you, but me.
If you want material reflecting your pet interests then you are
going to have to submit it, if it is to pe published.

This month's format is not a permanent change, it simply
reflects some technical problems that I could not surmount in
the time I had available. Future issues will be back to the old
format, but not back to the old thickness, if you don't submit
information.
I am still not receiving all of the newsletters and special
mailings from the individual units. They are vital if I am to
keep in touch and, in turn, keep you in touch with each other.
please check the Region 4 Board list. I am aware that it is
twiink

incomplete-so pleas-e-~sendm-e your corrections.- When you do

send in articles please send illustrations. In essence what I am
saying is that it is your newsletter and it can only be as good as
you make it, 1'11 try not to get in the way. But I am serious
about the deadlines and, if in the future, there is very slim copy
at deadline, there will be a very slim issue.

If you don't want to write, but have ideas those are even more
precious. Send them along and I will try to find someone to
develop the idea into an article.
,

/

Denis Stoneburner - (703)982-2176
2114 Avenel Avenue
Roanoke, VA 24015
Publicity/Public Relations
Vacant
Reblooming Irises
Joan Robcrts - (410)442-1197
2590 Wcllworth Way
West Friendship, Md 21794
Robins
Libby A. Cross - (703)747-2123
Route 4, Box 399M
Covington, VA 24426
Youth
Vacant
AIleghany Highlands Chapter
John Dameron
Cove Creek Road
Sweet Springs, WV 24980
Blue Ridge Iris Society
Denis Stoneburner

Cabarrus County Chapter
Diane Shue - (704)782-6227
49 Main Street
Concord, NC 28025
Carolina Mountains Chapter
Walter Hoover - (704)749-5846
Box 337
Sal_uda, NC 28773 ~

C-harlotte Chapter
Barbara Moeller - (704)532-9242
6038 Woodbridge Drive
Charlotte, NC 28227
Chesapeake & Potomac Iris Society
Bob Hall - (301)839-3873
5708 Blackhawk Drive
Oxon Hill, MD 20745

Eastern North Carolina Chapter
J.D. Stadler
Eastern Shore Iris Society

Helen Walsh
8213 Shire Drive
Berlin, MD 21811
Francis Scott Key Iris Society
Mary A. Brown - (410)233-8069
416 North Chapel Gate Lane
Baltimore, MD 21229
Fredericksburg-Richmond
R. Glasshoff - (703)371-0467
111 Wythe Court

Fredericksburg, VA 22405
Tidewater Chapter
Francis Thrash - (804)481-3484
2109 Cocoa Circle
Virginia Beach, VA 23454
Wil]iamsburg Iris Society
Bill Weaver - (804)229-3432
114 Argall Town Lane
Williamsburg, VA 23185
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THE SIBERIAN, SPURIA and JAPANESE IRIS GROUPS
(INCLUDNG PACIFICAS & WATER IRIS)
British Ida socttry
Formed in 1976 by the late Alex Back, to bring together growers of these beautiful Iris, and also to facilitate the exchange of
information, ideas seeds, and plants.

Members of the 'three' American Societies support us with great generosity.

We have members in Australia, Japan, New Zealand, Sweden, Germany, France, Holland, Canada, Estbnia, and the USA
who contribute information to our Newsletter.
Members are encouraged to regard the Newsletters as an outlet for their 'queries' and 'comments.'

Membership fee is £2.00 per annum, payable on July lst.
Two Newsletters are issued - one in February, and the other in July.
For more information please contact:

Mrs. Joan Trevithick,Hon. Secretary/Treasurer
86a Grantham Road, Radcliffe-on-Trent
Nottingham, NG12 2HY, UK
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